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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
atas Tea, 3l U3, 75 Eeel-110001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-I1/

To

All State Election Commissioners.

Date: 13" April, 2023

Sub: - Recognition/De-recognition of 13 parties vide Commission’s Orders dated
10.04.2023 -regarding.

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith the Commission’s thirteen (13) Orders dated 10.04.2023,

wherein the recognition status of the following political parties have been amended:
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All India Trinamool Congress
Nationalist Congress Party
Communist Party of India

Aam Aadmi Party

Tipra Motha Party

Voice Of The People Party

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas)
Pattali Makkal Katchi

Rashtriya Lok Dal

. Revolutionary Socialist Party
. Bharat Rashtra Samithi
. People Democratic Alliance

. Mizoram People’s Conference

Yours faithfully,

\M..

[anish Kumar)
Under Secretary
Intercom — 487, Ph.no -011- 23052008
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eHion Commissiarof India ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110 001
F.No. 56/Review/2022/PPS-II Dated: 10™ April, 2023

Subject- Aam Aadmi Party- Grant of recognition as National Party.

ORDER

The ‘Aam Aadmi Party' (hereinafter referred to as 'the Party') has been State
recognised Party in the NCT of Delhi (recognised on 20.12.2013 on the basis of poll
performance in General Election to the Legislative Assembly in the NCT of Delhi,
2013), Punjab (recognised on 26.05.2014 on the basis of poll performance in General
Election to the House of People in the state of Punjab, 2014) and Goa (recognised on
04.08.2022 on the basis of poll performance in General Election to the Legislative
Assembly in the state of Goa, 2022) with the symbol "Broom" reserved for it in the said
States under the provisions of the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order,

1968 (hereinafter referred to as 'Symbols Order").

2. The recognition of political parties as State Party or National Party is governed by
the provisions of Paragraphs 6A and 6B of the Symbols Order. For facility of reference,

the said Paragraphs 6A and 6B are reproduced below: -

"6A. Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be eligible
for recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the following conditions

is fulfilled:

(1) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the
candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent of the total valid
votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the party has returned at least two members to

the Legislative Assembly of that State at such general election; or

(i) At the last general election to the House of the People from that State, the

candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent of the total valid
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votes polled in the State; and. in addition, the party has returned at least one member to

the House of the People from that State at such general election; or

(iii)) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the party has
won at least three percent of the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly, (any
fraction exceeding half being counted as one), or at least three seats in the Assembly,

whichever is more; or

(iv)  Atthe last general election to the House of the People from the State, the party has
returned at least one member to the House of the People for every 25 members or any

fraction thereof allotted to that State;] or

(v) At the last general election to the House of the People from the State, or at the last
general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the candidates set up by the

Party have secured not less than eight percent of the total valid votes polled in the State.

6B. Conditions for recognition as a National Party - A political party shall be eligible
to be recognized as National party, if, and only if, any of the following conditions is

fulfilled:

(1) The candidates set up by the party, in any four or more States, at the last general
election to the House of the People, or to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, have secured not less than six percent of the total valid votes polled in each of
those States at that general election; and, in addition, it has returned at ‘Ieast four

members to the House of the People at the aforesaid last general election from any State

or States; or

(i) At the last general election to the House of the People, the party has won at least
two percent of the total number of seats in the House of the People, any fraction
exceeding half being counted as one; and the party's candidates have been elected to that

House from not less than three States; or
(iii)  The party is recognized as State party in at least four States.
3. In pursuance of the provisions of the above referred Paragraphs 6A and 6B of the

Symbols Order, the poll performance of political parties at every general election to the
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House of the People and to the State Legislative Assembly, is reviewed by the
Commission with reference to the criteria for recognition as laid down in the said

Paragraphs 6A and 6B.

4, Review of poll performance of the Aam Aadmi Party in the general election to the
Legislative Assembly of Gujarat, 2022 shows that the candidates set up by the Party have
polled 12.92% of the valid votes polled in the said general election, and in addition, the

Party has won five out of the one hundred eighty-two seats in the Legislative Assembly.

3. It is seen from the above poll performance of the party that it has fulfilled the
requirements for recognition as State Party in the State of Gujarat, as laid down in
Paragraph 6A(i) {6% of total valid votes in Legislative Assembly and 2 seats in
Legislative Assembly}, 6A(iii) {3% of total seats in Legislative Assembly or at least 3
seats in the Legislative Assembly, whichever is more} and 6A(v) {8% of total valid votes
polled in Legislative Assembly in the state}. Thus, the party has become eligible for
recognition as State party in the State of Gujarat. Accordingly, the Commission has

recognized the Party as State Party in the State of Gujarat.

6. The party is already a recognized state party in the States of Punjab, Goa and in
NCT of Delhi. As per Para 2(i) of the Symbols Order, “State” includes NCT of Delhi.
After its recognition as State party in Gujarat, the Party has become a recognized State
party in four States i.e. Delhi, Punjab, Goa and Gujarat. Thus, the Party has fulfilled the
eligibility condition for granting recognition as National Party under Paragraph 6B (iii)

of the Symbols Order {the party is recognized as State party in at least four States}.

8 Accordingly, the Commission has granted recognition to 'Aam Aadmi Party' as a

National Party with its reserved symbol 'Broom'.
By Order, )

(Jaydeb Lahiri)
Secretary
The Convener,
Aam Aadmi Party,
206, Rause Avenue, DDU Marg,
New Delhi - 110002.
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& 7 SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA-
X4 Aatsw agq, stams e, 75 Reefi-110001
/ Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

N0.56/Review/2019/PPSl/ Dated: 107 April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of national party and status of state party in
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur of the All India Trinamool Congress under Para 6 of

the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

I; Whereas, All India Trinamool Congress (hereinafter referred to as "the Party™), was
for the first time recognized as a National Party by order dated 02.09.2016. This recognition
by the Commission flowed directly from an amendment dated 22.08.2016 to the Election
Symbols (Réservation & Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as 'Symbols Order’).
The said amendment replaced the erstwhile Para 6C and inserted a new Para 6C to the
Symbols Order and its Short Title and Commencement itself provided inr Para 1(ii) that “It
shall be deemed to have come into force with effect from 1* January, 2014 and shall always

be deemed to have been so effective”.

2 Whereas, the party was a state recognized party, as on 1.1.2014‘in the states of West
Bengal on the basis of General Election to Legislative Assembly (GELA),2011; Manipur on
the basis of GELA 2012and in Arunachal Pradesh on the basis of GELA, 2009. This above -
status as on 1.1.2014 underwent change posterior to the General Election to Lok Sabha
(GELS), 2014 in which the Party qualified to be a State recognized party in Tripura. The

other change was loss of status of State recognized party in Arunachal Pradesh in GELA,

2014 as well as in GELS, 2014.
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3. Whereas the Party got benefit vide order dated 2.9.2016 of the Commission under the
amended Para 6 C of the Symbols Order and continued to enjoy status of State recognised
party in Arunachal Pradesh despite its failure to come with the specified poll performauce
conditions in Arunachal Pradesh on the basis of GELA, 2014. Therefore, under the above
combination of facts and provisions of newly inserted Para 6C, which were given effect from
1.1.2014 the Commission counted the recognition of the State recognised party in Manipur,
Tripura and West Bengal (all based on actual performance) and Arunachal Pradesh by virtue

of extending benefit of provisions of Para 6 C.

4A.  Whereas, AITC having been given the benefits of amended Para 6C i.e., granting
continued recognition in Arunachal Pradesh, was accordingly assesse.d by the Commivssion to
be qualified for the first time as a National Party by virtue of Para 6 B (iii) of the Symbol
Order. Thus, the recognition of the .Party as National Party in September 2016 flowed from

the benefit extended by Para 6C, which was made effective from 1.1.2014.

4B.  Whereas, the above sequence of facts brings out that while the order granting National
status was issued on 2.9.2016, the very construct of Para 6C , especially it being made

effective from 1.1.2014, necessarily accounted for preceding developments

3. Whereas, in pursuance of the provisions of Paragraph 6A, 6B and 6C of the Symbols
Order, a review of the poll performance of every recognized political party is required to be
made by the Election Commission after every General Election to the House of the People or
to the State Legislative Assembly, as the case may bé;

Review conducted in 2014

6. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party at the General Election to the House of
the People held in 2014 and the General Election held to the State Legislative Assemblies
cumulatively upto 2014, was reviewed by the Election Commission in terms of Paragraph 6A

of the Symbols Order, and
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7. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the General Election to the House of the People, 2014 in the
above mentioned States of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura and West Bengal is given

below:-

TABLE-1: House of the People, 2014

Name of the State % of Votes polled " No. of seats won, if any
Arunachal Pradesh 1.55% g 0
Manipur 3.75% 0
Tripura 9.74% I; 3 1 0
West Bengal 39.79% 34 out of 42
8. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled

and the number of seats won, at the General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of
Arunachal Pradesh (2014), Manipur (2012), Tripura (2013) and West Bengal (2011) is given

below-

TABLE-II: Legislative Assa_m blies

Name of the State % of Vc;tes polled No. of seats M:m, if any
West Bengal (2011) 38.93% 184 out of 294
Manipur (2012) 17% 7 out of 60
Tripura (2013) Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC) |
Arunachal Pradesh (2014) 1.5% 0
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9.
a)
b)
C)
d)
e)
10.

Whereas, from the above tables [ and I1, it is observed that:-

the party did not fulfill the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. both at the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of Arunachal Pradesh, 2014 and also at the
General Election to the House of the People, 2014;

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition {under Para 6A of the Symbols
Order) as a state party in the state of Manipur at the General Election to the
Legislative Assembly of Manipur, 2012;

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition (under Para 6A of the Symbols
Order)as a state party in the state of Tripura at the General Election to the House of
the People, 2014;

the party fulfilled the criteria of recognition (under Para 6A of the Symbols Order) as
a state party in the state of West Bengal at General Election to the Legislative
Assembly of West Bengal, 2011 and also at the General Election to the House of the
People, 2014; and

the party thus fulfilled the criteria for reccgnition (under Para 6A of the Symbols
Order) as a State Party only in the States of West Bengal, Manipur and Tripura;

Whereas, the party was recognized as a state party in Arunachal Pradesh as per poll

performance during the General Election to the Legislative Assembly of Arunachal Pradesh —

2009, however, the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the

Symbols Order) as a State Party in the state of Arunachal Pradesh at the Lok Sabha and

Legislative Assembly election in the State held in 2014.

11.

Whereas, this deficit or loss of status of State recognised party in Arunachal Pradesh

was made good due to application of Para 6 C as per amendment Symbols Order notified on

22.08.2016.
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12.A°  Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which
provided that:

“I. Short Title and Commencementi. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have
come into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to
have been so effective.

2. Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows. -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of
Paragraph 64 or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the
State, following the General Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis
of which it got recognition (hereinafter referred to as "the next election"), it shall
continue io be treated as recognized State Party or National Party, as the case may be
(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National
Party or State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case
may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-
Paragraph ( 1), the question whether it shall further continue to be so recognised
after any subsequent General Election to the House of the People or, as the case may
be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned, shall be subject to the
Sulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case
may be."

12B  The new Para 6C clearly gave benefit of one additional notional “pass over” for
purposes of review of status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and

accounting for failure “to fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “next General

Election” becomes any General Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect became the

General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and, the various

General Elections to legislative assemblies which were notified simultaneous to Lok Sabha or
notified thereafter. The nexus of reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case

with the phrase “following the General Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of

which it got recognition.”
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13, Whereas, w.r.t. review of Poll Performance of AITC held in 2016,after General
Election 2014, the Party was extended the benefits and was treated for continued recognition
as State Party in the state of Arunachal Pradesh as per the provisions of sub-para (1) of the

Para 6C of the Symbols Order, which was deemed to be effective from 1.1.2014;

14, Whereas, 1he. party which was recognized in the states of West Bengal, Manipur and
Tripira on the basis of poll performance and, by virtue of Para 6C was considered as deemed
recognized party in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and the combined effect was that after
getting benefit of deemed recognition in Arunachal Pradesh, it got qualified for recognition as

national party as per the provisions of Para 6B(iii) of the Symbols Order, and

Review after GELS, 2019

15.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party after the General Election to the House of
People held in 2019 and the General Elections to the State Legislative Assemblies
cumulatively upto 2019, has been reviewed by the Commission in terms of Paragraph 6B and

Sub- Para (2) of Paragraph 6C of the said Symbols Order;

16.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the General Election to the House of the People (2019) and,
the General Election s to the Legislative Assemblies of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura

and West Bengal (upto 2019), is given below: -

TABLE-III: House of the People, 2019

Name of tht.? State % of voteé_polled No. of seats won, if any
Arunachal Pradesh DNC DNC
Manipur “DNC DNC
Tripura 0.4Q 0

West Bengal 43.28 22 out of 42
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TABLE-IV: Legislative Assemblies

No. of seats won, if any

[ Name of the State and year % of Votes polled
of election
West Bengal (2016) 44.91% 211 out of 294
Manipur (2017) 1.41% [ out of 60
“Tripura (2018) 0.30% 0
Arunachal Pradesh (2019) DNC DNC

TABLE-V: Performance in GELA in relevant States after 2019 and upto 2022 where

the party has contested:

Elections Year States Total Seats Won % of

Seats Secured

Votes "

Legislative Assembly | 2021 | West Bengal 294 215 - 48.02%
Legislative Assembly | 2022 T Manipur 60 DNC DNC

17.  Whereas, from above tables III, IV&V, it is observed that: -

a) as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has

not fulfilled the criteria of recognition at the General Election s to the Lok Sabha and

also to Legislative Assembly of Arunachal Pradesh held during 2014 &2019, both

held after 01.01.2014, which is the deemed effective date of commencement of

provisions of Para 6C. In fact AITC did not contest GELS and GELA, 2019 in

Arunachal Pradesh even to attempt to regain the performance it lost in 2014 posterior

10 01.01.2014:
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N b) as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has

=

not fulfilled criteria of recognition at the General Election s to the Lok Sabha held in

2014 & 2019 and to the Legislative Assembly of Manipur held in 2017 & 2022;

¢) as per the provisions of Sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, despite

i

18.

non-performance in GELS of 2019 and GELA of 2018 in Tripura. the Party got
entitlement to be continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the states of
Tripura (recognized as per poll performance of the party during the General Election
to the House of People — 2014);

the Party has fulfilled the criteria for recognition as laid down under Para 6A of the

Symbols Order in the state of West Bengal; and

Whereas, the Commission, based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on

18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status

19.

as a National Party should not be withdrawn from the party: and
Whereas, the Party vide letter dated 31.07.2019 submitted that: -

a) earlier the recognition of the party was based on the next General Flection to the
House of People or Legislative Assembly as the case may be, but after the insertion
of Para 6C to the symbols order in 2016, now the recognition of the party depends
upon the subsequent General Election to the House of People or Legislative
Assembly as the case may be:

a)ru.i

b) the party was granted recognition vide Commission’s Memo dated 2™ September,

2016;

¢) therefore, as per Para 6C (1) of the Symbols Order, the party is entitled for continued
recognition as National Party upto the next General Election to the House of People
in 2024;

d) Further, the party also requested to provide time up to 2024 to improve its

performance in the upcoming General Election s; and
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20.  Whereas, the Commission scheduled a hearing on 09.09.2019 (Monday) at 04:30 PM

wherein the representatives of the party submitted that substitution of Paragraph 6C came

into force in 2016. and it should not have retrospective eifect. As a consequence, AITC

should get the benefit of continuing its recognition till 2026 irrespective of its poll
performance in 2019 election. The Commission informed the Parties that the matter will be
treated as part-heard and will be taken up for further consideration later and until then, the

status quo will continue; and

21.  Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and

22.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 14.12.2021 resumed the process of
Ihe:aring and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 20.12.2021 at 3:00 pm. However,

the party did not appear for the hearing; and

23.  Whereas, the party vide its letter dated 20.12.2021 informed the Commission that its
working Committee was occupied with the then ongoing Local Body Elections in the state of

West Bengal and requested for an extension of three months for submitting party’s response;

“and

24.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 29.12,2021 declined the request of
extension of time by the party and requested the party to submit reply/response latest by

04.01.2022; and

25.  Whereas, the party vide letter dated 30.12.2021 submitted that it was recognized as a

National Party on the basis of General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 and therefore, the review

of the satisfaction of criteria of National Party can only be made only after the next General

Election to Lok Sabha in 2024; and
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m 26.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 06.03.2023 scheduled the next hearing of

the party in the matter on 21.03.2023, wherein the representatives of the party submitted that:

(a) the party was recognized as a National Party on the basis of General Election to
Lok Sabha, 2014 and therefore, the review of the satisfaction of criteria of National

Party can only be made after the next General Election to Lok Sabha in 2024; and

(b) As per Para 6C (1) of the Symbol Order, if a political party recognized as a
National party fails to fulfil the criteria as laid down in Para 6B of the Symbols Order at
the next General Election s to the Lok Sabha (i.e. 2019 Elections in the instant case), it

shall continue to be treated as a recognised national party.

(c) As per Para 6C (2) of the Symbols Order, when a political party continues to be
treated as a National party due to Para 6C(1), a review of whether the political party
will continue to be recognised as a national party shall be made after any subsequent

General Election to the Lok Sabha (i.e. 2024 elections in the instant case).

(d) Review of the satisfaction of criteria of national party by AITC can be made only
after the next General Election to the Lok Sabha i.e. 2024 General Election s to the

Lok Sabha.

27.  Moreover, the power of the Commission to withdraw recognition of political parties
due to failure to fulfil conditions prescribed under the Symbols Order has been affirmed by
the Hon'ble Courts in a catena of judgments. In the matter of Janata Dal (Samajwadi) v.
Election Commission of India, (1996) 1 SCC 235, the Hon ble Supreme Court, relying on
Section 21 of the General Clauses Act 1897, held that the Commission has the power to
rescind the recognition of a National Party if that Party failed to f'ulﬁ]‘the conditions
prescribed under the Symbols Order. Relevant extract of the judgment is reproduced here

below:

Page 10 of 16



~

“6. It is true that there is no specific provision under the Symbols Order vesting
power in the Flection Commission after having recognised a political party as a
national party to declare that such political party has ceased to be a national
party, not being entitled to the exclusive use of the symbol allotted to it. But at
the same time, it cannot be conceived that a political party having been
recognised as a national party or a State party, as the case may be, on having
fulfilled the conditions prescribed in paragraph 6(2) shall continue as such in
perpetuity although it has forfeited the right to be recognised as a national party
or a State party. In paragraph 2(2) of the said Symbols Order it has been
specifically provided that the General Clauses Act, 1897 shall as far as may be
applicable in relation to the interpretation of the said order as it applies in
relation to the interpretation of a Central Act. Section 21 of the General Clauses
Act provides that where by any Ceniral Act or Regulation, a power to issue
notifications, orders, rules, or bye-laws is conferred, then that power includes a
power, exercisable in the like manner and subject to the like sanction, and
conditions if any to add to, amend, vary or rescind any notifications, orders,
rules or bye-laws so issued. As par h 2_.-' ) of rhe Order in c{gm
‘unombiguous term makes provision of the erd cable fo the
Symbols O 'n?er it need not be impressed tha : :
General Clauses Act also become qppbcaibjg vesting M_m the Election E!ecnan
" Commission which had issued the aforesaid order 99. iSing

-elections to the Legislative A.S‘semblzes of the States menr:oned above ceaseJ Io
Julfil_the conditions prescribed in paragraph 6{2} of Ihe Order rea_m
paragraph 7(1) thereof.”

(Emphasis supplied)

28. Furthermore, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of Subramanian ISwamy W,
Election Commission of India [(2008) 14 SCC 318] had considered the argument as to
whether a symbol reserved for a Party due to grant of recognition under the Symbols Order
becomes a part of its identity in the minds of the voters and therefore, should not be taken
away due to subsequent derecognition. The Hon’ble Court rejected such contention and held
that the Commission had every right to deprive a political party of its symbol due to its dismal

performance in the elections. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“21. Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C provide for the condition of recognition of a
political party on the national and/or State level. We need not, at this stage, go
into the intricacies of Paras 6-4; 6-B and 6-C but suffice it to say that in order
1o have that status, the said political party must be an effective political party:in,
the sense that it must share a particular percentage of votes in the national or
the State-level _elections or it _must _have certain number of elected
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representatives in. Lok Sabha or the State Legislatures. It is this eoncept which
introduces that in order to be a recgggzﬁed p_oh!mal party, it must perform well
in the elections and thereby pass the acid test of “following". Therefore, unless
there is a following of the nature provided in Paras 6-A. 6-B and 6-C, the
political party does not remain a recognised political party. "

“32. It may be that a recognised political party would have a right of exclusive
use of the symbol but the Symbols Order makes it very clear that such right to
use the symbol can be lost with the dismal performance of the party. "

“34. A symbol is not a tangible thing nor does it generate any wealth, it is only
the insignia which is associated with the particular political party so as to help
the millions of illiterate voters to properly exercise their right to franchise in
favour of the candidate of their choice belonging to a particular party. In the
~election process it is not merely the individual candidate's personality or his
identity that weighs with the voters. It is undoubtedly a very relevant factor but
along with it the voter also can and does vote in favour of the party. It is under .
such circumstances that the symbol becomes relevant and important. However,
-all that it provzdes for is the essent:a! assoczanon tha! it has wzth a particular

posmorr to accept the argumenr fhar symbol is ci properry of a parry and,
therefore, such property cannot be taken away from that political party.’

(Emphasis supplied)

29.  Again, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of DMDK v. Election Commission of
India [(2012) 7 SCC 340}, while dealing with the issue of de-recognition of DMDK as a State
Party in Tamil Nadu, held that the benchmark set by the Commission for recognition of a

political party was not unreasonable. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“51. The evolution of the law relating to the criteria for a political party to be
recognised as a State party clearly indicates that the Election Commission, in its
wisdom, was of the view that in order to be recognised as a political party, such
party should have achieved a certain benchmark in State politics. Nothing new
has been brought out in the submissions made on behalf of the writ petitioners
which could make us take a different view from what has been decided earlier.”

“53. The Election Commission has set down a benchmark which is not
unreasonable. In order to gain recognition as a political party, a party has 10
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prove itself and to establish its credibility as a serious player in the political
arena of the State. Once it succeeds in doing so, it will become entitled to all the
benefits of recognition, including the allotment of a common symbol.”

30.  Whereas, the Commission after considering the submissions (oral & written) made by

AITC and the relevant statistics & review of Poll Performance of the AITC, finds that:

a) the interpretation that AITC attempts to place on the impact & extent of the benefit
extended by Para 6C i.e. that the benefit of deemed/continued recognition as State
Party is to be maintained for 2 National/ State Election (}.ycle, posterior to 2016, is
eIroneous.

b) That, as mentioned in Paral3 above, the first benefit of Para 6C was extended &
utilized by AITC w.r.t. an extension of recognition as State Party in Arunachal
Pradesh (despite not having requisite poll performance) in the 2014 Parliamentary
Election, in 2016 itself.

¢) In fact this above benefit of Para 6C, vaulted them onto a National Party Status.

d) The operation/impact/ domain of Para 6C is clear and has to be understood from its
bare reading in the following terms:

i.  Though the Para 6C was inserted vide the amendment in ?ymbols Order
carried out on 22.08.2016, the ‘Short Title and Commencement” in clause 1(ii)
clearly reads that follows:

i This Order shall be called the Election Symbols (Reservation

and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016.

ii. It shall be deemed to have come into force with effect from

%' January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been

so effective.”

ii. Therefore, the assessment starts with the position of the parties as on

01.01.2014. Thereafier, the “next election” which takes place becomes the
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General Election to Lok Sabha notified on 14.03.2014 along with the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of Arunachal Pradesh held
simultaneously. This is so because of the phrase “next election™ for purpose of
Para 6C has two cognitive components, to be held after 01.01.2014 and,
following the GE on the basis of which it got recognition in the first place.
Thus, as the status of state party in Arunachal Pradesh being earned by AITC
in General Election, 2009, without doubt, the “next General Election”
becomes General Election of 2014.

ili.  Thereafter, the accounting and sequence comes in terms of elections to the
respective State legislative assemblies held in the electoral cycles as explained
in Para 16 and 17 above with regard to specific case of AITC in the States of
Tripura, West Bengal and Manipur. .

iv.  Therefore, the election cycles at which Para 6C benefits exhaust themselves in
their entirety, with regard to AITC, without doubt, by the time of the review of

2019 and, the facts contained in the show cause notice document the same.

31. The argument by AITC, i_nciuding their primary argument of non-retrospective
implementation of the 2.01 6 amendment does not survive in the face ;)f the explicit statement
in the said Notification in “Short Title and Commencement” part 1(i1).It shall be deemed to
have come into force with effect from 1" JanuarSI, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have
been so effective.” Thus, the cycle for calculation starts as on 01.01.2014 for all political
parties which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the Symbols

Order by insertion of the new Para 6C. The AITC, gained the benefit of this very

interpretation by the ECI and obtained a national status.

32, Further after the qualifying date of 1.1.2014 for availing benefit of 6 C , in case of
Manipur, AITC did not qualify for the status of recognised state party on the basis of its

performance in GE to LS 2014, GE to LA 2017. GE to LS 2019, and GE to LA 2022,
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a3 Similarly in the state of Arunachal Pradesh also, AITC availing benefit after 1.1.2014
under 6 C, never qualified on the basis of performance in the “next” election GE to LS, 2014,
GE to LS , 2019 and GE to LA, 2019. AITC in the fact of iis own case, never qualified for
performance based recognition simultaneously in four states at any given point of time. AITC

has, thus fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.

34, It is also pertinent to mention that the Commission amended Para 6C, as mentioned
above, to give a notional pass over to recognised political parties who failed to fulfil the
conditions prescribed for recognition under the Symbols Order at the General Election held
subsequent tol their recognition. Thus, the cycle for calculation starts as on 01.01.2014 for all
political parties which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the
Symbols Order by insertion of the new Para 6C. The respondent, gained the benefit of this
very interpretation by the ECI and obtained a national status and so now, cannot be allowed

to seek a complete reversal of interpretation of Para 6C.

35.  On the other point made by the AITC, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to
satisfy the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on
18.07.2019 and upto December, 2022, as many as 21 General Elections to various State
Legislative Assemblies have been held. Records reflect that AITC participated in 6 of these
21 General Elections to Legislative Assemblies. Thus, the extended timeline of review,

triggered by Covid, in effect has provided ample further opportunities to AITC from

regaining the impugned status as state party and consequently as a national party. In any case,
as electoral cycles progress, nothing prevents AITC to regain its status as mandated under
Para 6A and 6B. The amendment of Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of an exception
carrying forward a previous success of a General Election, to overcome failure in next
General Election. In fact in the recent GELA in Meghalaya in 2023, AITC fulfils the criteria
of Para 6A (1), (iii) & (v) of the Symbols Order and qualifies for recognition as a state party

in Meghalaya. Even taking into account this recent outcome in the State of Meghalaya, AITC
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still does not fulfil the criteria for recognition as a national party under Para 6B of the

Symbols Order.

36. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts & bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commiséion, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the state party status with regard
to States of Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. Consequently, the National Party recognition of
the All-India Trinamool Congress also stands withdrawn. The party will continue to be
treated as State recognised party in the state of West Bengal (on basis of actﬁal poll
performance) and Tripura (deemed coutinuation upto 2024 by virtue of Para 6C). It will also

be recognised as a state party in Meghalaya henceforth on the basis of GELA of Meghalaya

in 2023.
By order,
J ' (Jayde¥ Lahiri)
SECRETARY
The Chairperson,

All India Trinamool Congress,
30-B, Harish Chatterjee Street,
Kolkata-700026,

West Bengal.
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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

o= e, srene s, 7% f&eeir-110001
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No.56/Review/2019/PPS-II Dated: 10* April, 2023
P

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in Andhra Pradesh of the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (Telangana Rashtra Samithi) under Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

L. WHEREAS, Bharat Rashtra Samithi( formerly Telangana Rashtra Samithi)(herein after
referred to as “the Party”), was a recognised State Party in the state of Andhra Pradesh(before the

bifurcation of the State); and

2. Whereas the recognition of the party has been granted as State Party in the State of Telangana
based on the poll performance of the Party in the General Elections to the Legislative Assembly &
House of the People, 2014, under the provisions of Para 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation &

Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as ‘Symbols Order’); and

3. WHEREAS, the provisions in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation &

Allotment) Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A. Conditions for-recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be
eligible for recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the

following conditions is fulfilled: -

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent
of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the party has
returned at least two members to the Legislative Assembly of that State

at such general election; or

(ii) At the last general election to the House of the People from that
State, the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the
party has returned at least one member to the House of the People from

that State at such general election; or
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(iii)At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the party has won at least three percent of the total number of seats in the
Legislative Assembly, (any fraction exceeding half being counted as

one), or at least three seats in the Assembly. whichever is more; or

(iv)At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
the party has returned at least one member to the House of the People for

every 25 members or any fraction thereof allotted to that State.

(V)At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
or at the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the Party have secured not less than eight

percent of the total valid votes polled in the State.

4, WHEREAS, based on the poll performance of the Party at the general elections to the
Legislative Assembly and Lok Sabha in Andhra Pradesh held in 2014, a review was initiated by the
Election Commission in terms of paragraph 6A of the said Symbols Order in 2014; and

5. WHEREAS, it was noted that in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of Andhra
Pradesh, 2019 and the general election to the House of the People, 2019 the Party had not contested,
hence the poll performance of the Party in the said election did not match any of the criteria laid down

in Para 6A for recognition as State Party in the STATE of Andhra Pradesh; and

6.A. Whereas Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which provides
that:

“]. Short Title_ and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

2. dmendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Nowwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if a political party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64
or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to the House of the People
or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General

Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
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(hereinafter referred to as "the next election"), it shall continue to be freated as recognized
State Party or National Party, as the case may be

(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1), the question
whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in

Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be”

6.B. The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of review of
status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and accounting for failure “to
fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “next General Election” becomes any General

Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effec _ ; on ‘t 8,
2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and, the various General Elections to legislative
assemblies which were notified simultaneously and as notified thereafter. The nexus of this
reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the

General Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

7. WHEREAS, as per the provisions of sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the Party

continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the State of Andhra Pradesh; and

8. WHEREAS, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the Legislative
Asr;embly of Andhra Pradesh held in 2019 and the-last general election to the House of People held in
2019, has further been reviewed in terms of paragraph 6A and sub-Para(2) of Para 6C of the Symbols
Order of the Symbols Order; and

0. WHEREAS, in the general elections to the Legislative Assembly and House of People in
Andhra Pradesh, 2019 the Party had not contested, which shows that the party does not fulfil any of
the criteria laid down for continued recognition of the said party as a State Party in the State of

Andhra Pradesh; and
10. Whereas, the Commission based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on
18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status as a State Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and
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11.  Whereas, the party did not appear for hearing in response to the said Show Cause

Notice.

12.  Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and

13. Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 16.12.2021 resumed the process of

hearing and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 27.12.2021 at 4:00 pm.
14.  Whereas, the party did not appear for the hearing on 27.12.2021.

15.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 07.03.2023 scheduled the next hearing of
the party in the matter on 20.03.2023 at 3:00 pm. The party did not appear for hearing,
however, the party vide letter dated 20.03.2023 r.equested to continue recognition of the party
as State party in both the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana till General Election to Lok

Sabha and Legislative Assemblies to be held in 2023 and 2024.

16. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the general election to the House of the People and

Legislative Assembly in the State of Andhra Pradesh from 2014to 2021 is given below: -

Bharat Rashtra Samithi performance review for the State of Andhra Pradesh:

Election Total Seats Seats Won % of Secured
Votes
‘Legislative Assembly 2014 175 DID NOT CONTEST -
Lok Sabha 2014 25 DID NOT CONTEST -
Legislative Assembly 2019 175 DID NOT CONTEST -
Lok Sabha 2019 25 DID NOT CONTEST ‘ -
1 Whereas, the Commission after considering the relevant statistics & review of Poll

Performance of the party finds that:
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iii.

The assessment of Para 6A & 6C starts with the position of the parties as on
(01.01.2014. Thcreafte.r, the “next election”™ which takes place becomes the
General Election to Lok Sabha notified on 14.03.2014 along with the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of Andhra Pradesh held during 2014.
This is so because of the phrase “next election” for purpose of Para 6C has 2
cognitive components, is to be held after 01.01.2014 and, foilowing the GE on
the basis of which it got recognition in the first place. Thus, as the continued
status of state party in Andhra Pradesh being earned by the party in General
Election, 2009, without doubt, the “next General Election” becomes General
Election of 2014.

Thereafter, the accounting and sequence comes in terms of elections to the
respective legislative assembly held in the electoral cycles as explained in Para
16 above with regard to specific case of the party in the state of Andhra
Pradesh.

Therefore, the election cycles at which Para 6C benefits exhaust themselves in
their entirety, with regard to the party, without doubt, by the time of the
rcviev\; of 2019 and, the facts contained in the show cause notice document the

same.

The only point made by the part},;, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to satisfy
the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on 18.07.2019
and upto December, 2022, as many as 21 .General Elections to various State Legislative
Assemblies have been held including Andhra Pradesh. Thus, the disjointness of timeline of

review, triggered by Covid, in effect has provided ample oppoitunities to the party to

“regain” the impugned status as state party. In any case, as electoral cycles progress, nothing

prevents the party to regain its status as mandated under Para 6A and 6B. The amendment of
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Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of an exception carrying forward a previous success of a
General Election, to overcome failure in next General Election. The party in the fact of its

own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.

20. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts & bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the State Party recognition of
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi in the state of Andhra Pradesh. The party will now be treated as a

tate Recognized political party in the state of Telangana only.

By orders,

(JAYDEB LAHIRI)
SECRETARY

The President,

Bharat Rashtra Samithi,

House No. 8-2-220/110/1/3, Road No. 14,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad,

Telangana- 500034.
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N0.56/Review/2019/PP5-1I/ Dated: 107 April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of National Party and status of State Party in
West Bengal and Odisha of the Communist Party of India under Para 6 of the Election

Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

1. Whereas, Communist Party of India (hereinafter referred to as "the Party”)was
recognized as a National Party with effect from 17.08.1989 by the Commission’s order dated
22.08.1989 issued under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. The
continued recognition by the Commission, postetior to General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014,
flowed directly from an amendment dated 22.08.2016 to the Election Symbols (Reservation
& Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as 'Symbols Order’). The said amendment
replaced the erstwhile Para 6C and inserted a new Para 6C to the Symbols Order and its Short
Title and Commencement itself provided in Para 1(ii) that "It shall be deemed to have come

into force with effect from 1% January, 2014 and shall always be deemed to have been so

effective”.

2. Whereas, the party was a state recognized party as on 1.1.2014 in the states of Kerala
on the basis of General Election to Legislative Assembly (GELA), 2011; Odisha on the basis
of General Election to Lok Sabha (GELS)2009, Tamil Nadu on the basis of GELA, 2011 and
West Bengal on the basis of GELS, 2009. This status, as on 1.1.2014, underwent change
posterior to the General Election to Lok Sabha (GELS),2014, in which, the Party continued to
be qualified to be a State recognized party in Kerala and also became recognised in Manipur,

The party was set to lose status of State recognized party in Odisha and West Bengal.

Page 1 of 15



3. Whereas the Party got benefit under the amended Para 6 C of the Symbols Order which
was given effect from 1.1.2014 and the party continued to enjoy status of State recognised
party in Odisha and West Bengal despite its failure to fulfil the specified conditions for
recognition in these States on the basis of GELS 2014. Therefore, this was the above
combination of facts and provisions of newly inserted Para 6C, which were given effect from
01.01.2014 i.e., the Commission counted the recognition of the State recognized party in
Kerala, Manipur and Tamil Nadu (all based on actual performance) and Odisha & West

Bengal by virtue of extending benefit of provisions of Para 6 C.

4. Whereas, the party having been given the benefits of Para 6C i.e., granting continued
recognition in Odisha and West Bengal was accordingly assessed by the Commission to be
qualified as a National Party by virtue of Para 6 B (iii) of the Symbol Order. Thus, the
continued recognition of the Party as National Party flowed from the benefit extended by

Para 6C, which was made effective from 1.1.2014.

3 Whereas, in pursuance of the provisions of Paragraph 6A. 6B and 6C of the Symbols
Order, a review of the poll performance of every recognized political party is required to be
made by the Election Commission after every general election to the House of the People or

to the State Legislative Assembly, or as the case may be;

Review conducted in 2014

6. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party at the General Election to the House of the
People held in 2014 and the General Election held to the State Legislative Assemblies
cumulatively upto 2104, was reviewed by the Election Commission in terms of Paragraph 6A

and 6C of the Symbols Order, and

T Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the General Election to the House of the People, 2014 in the

states of Kerala, Manipur, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal is given below:-
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Name of the State % of Votes polled No. of seats won, if any
Kerala 7.68 % 1
 Manipur 14.05 % 0
Tamil Nadu 0.55 % 0
Odisha 0.31% 0
West Bengal 2.36% 0
8. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled

and the number of seats won, at the General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Kerala
(2011), Tamil Nadu (2011), West Bengal (2011), Manipur (2012) and Odisha (2014) is given

below-

Name of the State % of Votes polled No. of seats won, if any
Kerala (2011) . 8.72 % 13 out of 140
“Tamil Nadu (2011) 197 % 9 out of 234
West Bengal (2011) 1.84% 2 out of 294
Manipur (2012) 5.78 % 0
Odisha (2014) 0.51% 0
9, Whereas, from the above tables I and 11, it is observed that: -

a) the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para 6A
of the Symbols Order) in the state of Kerala both at general election to the Legislative

Assembly, 2011 and also at the general election to the House of the People, 2014;
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“10.

b)

d)

a)

b)

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para 6A
of the Symbols Order) in the state of Tamil Nadu during general election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2011;

the party did not fulfil the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of West Bengal at general election tc the
Legislative Assembly, 2011 and at the general election to the House of the People,
2014,

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para 6A
of the Symbols Order) in the state of Manipur at the general election to the House of
the People, 2014:

the party did not fulfil the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Cdisha at the general election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2014 and at the general election to the House of the People,
2014; and

the party thus fulfilled the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the Symbols

Order) as a State Party only in the states of Kerala, Manipur and Tamil Nadu;

Whereas,

in Odisha, as per the poll performance at the General Election to the House of People-
2014, the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the
Symbols Order) as a State Party in the state of Odisha in 2014.

in West Bengal as per the poll performance during the General Election to the House
of People-2014, the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of

the Symbols Order) as a State Party in the state of West Bengal.
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Whereas, this deficit or loss of status of State recognised party in Odisha and West

Bengal was made good due to application of Para 6C as per amendment in the Symbols Order

notified on 22.08.2016.

12.A° Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which

provided that:

“1. Short Title and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Electicn Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

2. Amendment of -Pd_ra'.'?é.-:' . The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64
or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election o the Howse of the
People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General
Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
(hereinafier referred to as "the next election”), it shall continue to be treated as recognized
State Party or National Party, as the case may be

(2) Ifa recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party after the next election to the House of the Pzople or, as the case may be, to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1), the question
whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election
to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in
Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be."

B. The new Para 6C clearly gave benefit of one additional notional “pass over” for
purposes of review of status of national/state pa‘rty by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date
and accounting for failure “to fulfil the conditions™ of Para 6A and 6B. The “next
General Election” becomes any General Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect
became the General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014
and, the various General Elections to legislative assemblies which were notified

simultaneous to Lok Sabha or notified thereafter. The nexus of reading of “next
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13.

14.

General Election” is provided for each case with the phrase “following the General

Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

Whereas, w.r.t. review of Poll Performance of the party held in 2016 after General Election
2014, the Party was extended the bznefits and was treated for continued recognition as State
Party in the states of Odisha and West Bengal as per the provisions of sub-para (1) of the

Para 6C of the Symbols Order, which was deemed to be effective from 1.1.2014;

Whereas, the party which was recognized in the states of Kerala, Manipur and Tamil Nadu
on the basis of poll performance and, by virtue of Para 6 C was considered as deemed
recognized party in the states of Odisha and West Bengal and the combined effect was that
after getting the benefit of deemed recognition in Odisha and West Bengal, it got qualified

for recognition as national party as per the provisions of Para 6B (iii) of the Symbols Order.

Review after GELS, 2019

15.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party after the General Election to the House of
People held in 2019 and the General Elections to the State Legislative Assemblies
cumulatively upto (2019), has been reviewed by the Commission in terms of Paragraph 6B

and sub- para (2) of Paragraph 6C of the said Symbols Order;

16.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the General Election to the House of the People (2019) and,
the General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Kerala, Manipur, Odisha, Tamil Nadu

and West Bengal cumulatively upto (2019), is given below: -
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TABLE-I1I: House of the People, 2019

Name of the State % of Votes polled No. of seats won, if any

Kerala 6.05% 0

Manipur 8.27% 0

Tamil Nadu 243 % 2 out of 39

Odisha 0.25% 0

West Bengal 0.40% 0
TABLE-1V: Legislative Assemblies

Name of the State and year =

% of Votes polled

No. of seats won, if any

of election
Kerala (2016) 8.12 % 19 out of 140
Tamil Nadu (2016) 0.79% 0
West Bengal (2016) 1.45% 1 out of 294
Manipur (2017) 0.74% 0
Odisha (2019) 0.12% 0

TABLE-V: Performance in GELA in relevant States after 2019 and upte 2022 where

the party has contested:

Elections Year States Total Seats Won % of
Seats Secured

Votes

Lok Sabha 2019 Other States - 0 -

Legislative Assembly 2021 West Bengal 294 0 0.2%
Legislative Assembly | 2021 Tamil Nadu 234 2 1.09%
Legislative Assembty | 2021 Kerala 140 17 7.58%

Legislative Assembly | 2022 Manipur 60 0 0.06
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a)

b)

<)

d)

18.

Whereas, from above tables III, IV & V, it is observed that: -

as per the provisions of sub-para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recognition during the General Elections to the Lok Sabha and
also to Legislative Assembly of Odisha held during 2014 & 2019, both held after
01.01.2014, which is the deemed effective date of commencement of provisions of
Para 6C;

as per the provisions of sub-para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recogni;ion during the General Elections to the Lok Sabha-
2014 & 2019 and also to Legislative Assembly of West Bengal held during 2016
(& even in 2021), held after 01.01.2014, which is the deemed effective from the date
of commencement of provisions of Para 6C;

As per provision of sub para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, despite non-
performance in Odisha as at (a) above and in West Bengal as at (b) above, the party
got entitlement to be continued to be treated as a recognised party in Odisha and West
Bengal.

the Party has not fulfilled the criteria of recognition as laid down under para 6A of the

Symbols Order except in the states.of -Kerala, Manipur and Tamil Nadu; and

Whereas, the Commission based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on

18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status as a National Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and

19.

Whereas, the Party vide letter dated 05.08.2019 submitted that: -

a) The methodology for determining recognition as a National Party is based on the

percentage of votes and number of seats won by a party across states in India: This
reflects the party's electoral following at a particular point or period of time, which is

transient and subject to change;
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b) The Election Commission will need to consider the upcoming Legislative Assembly
elections, during which the party's electoral performance is expected to change;

¢) The vibrancy of a political democracy necessitates the hearing of every political
voice. Political parties exist to bolster democratic principles, and the CPI is one such
party;

d) In August 2016, the Commission amended the rule, extending the review 6\!‘ national
and state status of political parties from every five years to every ten years.
Therefore, the current status of national and state parties will remain unchanged until

2026; and

20.  Whereas, the Commission scheduled a hearing on 09.09.2019 (Monday) at 04:00 PM
wherein the representatives of the party reiterated the party’s submission dated 05.08.2019.
The Commission informed the Party that the matter will be treated as part-heard and will be

taken up for further consideration later and until then, the status quo will continue;

21.  Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic:

22. Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 14.12.2021 resumed the process of
r

hearing and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 20.12.2021 at 3:00 pm.;

23.  Whereas, during the hearing and through their representation dated 20.12.2021, the
party reiterated that as per the amendment in Symbols Order made in August 2016, the
review of the status of National and State Parties are to be done in ten years instead of five

years, therefore, the present status of the party shall remain intact till 2026; and

24.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 06.03.2023 scheduled the next hearing of

the party in the matter on 21.03.2023, wherein the following submission were made:
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28.

b)

d)

e)

That CP1 is the only political party to have contested all General Elections since 1952
on the same electoral symbol and has maintained tmintermpted. presence in the Lok
Sabha and several States Assemblies.

That CPI was the first non-Congress Party to form government in any of the State and
it has been part of Government in number of States.

That CPI continues to further the ideals of freedom, equality and constitutional
morality to the national agenda. CPI’s acceptance among various sections of the
society remains considerable and it continues to be a pan India party with units in all
the States and districts.

That CPI also has representation in Rajya Sabha and in the legislative council of
Bihar. CPI’s members also have presence in local bodies in many States.

Election Commission of India itself on 22™ August, 2016 decided to review the
performance of recognised political parties every 10 years instead of 5 years window
to assess the performance of the pol itical parties.

The year of 2023 is crucial for the country and the CPI as 9 States will go for
assembly elections this year before the General Elections of 2024. Making changes in
the posifcion of the political party before assembly and general elections would not be
fair and will breach the 10 year timelinc for reviewing of political party’s

performance determined by the ECI itself.

The submissions made on behalf of CPI vide representations dated 20.12.2021 and

21.03.2023 have been given careful consideration by the Commission. At the outset, the

contention of the Party that its recognition should continue on the grounds made in the above

submission, is liable to be rejected. It is stated that Paragraph 6B of the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter *Symbols Order’) provides for specific

conditions to be fulfilled by a political party to be recognised as a national party. Furiher,

Paragraph 6C of the Symbols Order (inserted vide Gazette Notification dated 22nd August,
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2016 which came into with effect from Ist January, 2014) provides for conditions to be
fulfilled for continued recognition as a state party or a national party. The same methodology
on the basis of which the Party got the recognition as a National Party cannot now be
criticised by it when the conditions prescribed are unable to be fulfilled by the Party. A Party
~ which enjoyed the benefit of recognition provided under the Symbols Order for more than
two decades cannot be allowed to question the me:chodoiogy of grant of recognition when the

Party is on the brink of losing it.

29.  Moreover, the power of the Commission to withdraw recognition of political parties
due to failure to fulfil conditions prescribed under the Symbols Order has been affirmed by
the Hon’ble Courts in a catena of judgments. In the matter of Janata Dal (Samajwadi) v.
Election Commission of India, (1996) 1 SCC 235, the Hon’ble Supreme Court, relying on
Section 21 of the General Clauses Act 1897, held that the Commission has the power to
rescind the recognition of a National Party if that Party failed to fulfil the conditions
prescribed under the Symbols Order. Relevant extract of the judgment is reproduced here

below:

“6. It is true that there is no specific provision under the Symbols Order vesting
power in the Election Commission after having recog_nise_d'a political party as a
national party to declare that such political party has ceased to be a national
party, not being entitled to the exclusive use of the symbol allotted to it. But at
the same time, it cannot be conceived that a political party having been
recognised as a national party or a State party, as the case may be, on having
fulfilled the conditions prescribed in paragraph 6(2) shall continue as such in
perpetuity although it has forfeited the right to be recognised as a national party
or a State party. In paragraph 2(2) of the said Symbols Order it has been
specifically provided that the General Clauses Act, 1897 shall as far as may be
applicable in relation to the interpretation of the said order as it applies in
relation to the interpretation of a Central Act. Section 21 of the General Clauses
Act provides that where by any Central Act or Regulation, a power (o issue
notifications, orders, rules, or bye-laws is conferred, then that power includes a
power, exercisable in the like manner and subject to the like sanction, and
conditions if any to add to, amend, vary or rescind any notifications, orders,
rules or bye-laws so issued. As paragraph 2(2) of the Order in clear and
unambiguous term makes provision of the General Clauses Act applicable to the
Symbols Order. it need not be_impressed that provisions of Section 21 of the
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General Clauses Act also become_applicable vesting power in_the Election
Commission which had issued the aforesaid order dated I 6-4-1991 recognising
the appellant as a national party to rescind the said order as the appellant in the
elections to the Legislative Assemblies of the States mentioned above ceased to
fulfil_the conditions prescribed in_paragraph 6(2) of the Order read with

paragraph 7(1) thereof.”

(Emphasis supplied)

30. Furthermore, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of Subramanian Swamy v,
Election Commission of India [(2008) 14 SCC 318] had considered the argument as to
whether a symbol reserved for a Party due to grant of recognition under the Symbols Order
becomes a part of its identity in the minds of the voters and therefore, should not be taken
;iway due to subsequent derecognition. The Hon’ble Court rejected such contention and held
that the Commission had every right to deprive a political party of its symbol due to its dismal

performance in the elections. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“21. Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C provide for the condition of recognition of a
political party on the natioral and/or State level. We need nol, at this stage. go
into_the intricacies of Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C but suffice it to say that in order
to have that status, the said political party must be an effective political party in
the sense that it must share a particular percentage of votes in the national or
the State- !evei elections _or it must have certain m:mber of efected

'there is a fo!fowmg of the namre prowded in Pm-as 6-4, 6—B and 6 C the
political party does not remain a recognised political party.”

“32. It may be that a recognised political party would have a right of exclusive
use of the symbol but the Symbols Order makes it very clear that such right to
use the symbol can be lost with the dismal performance of the party.”

“34. A symbol is not a tangible thing nor does it generate any wealth, it is only
the insignia which is associated with the particular political party so as to help
the millions of illiterate voters to properly exercise their right to franchise in
favour of the candidate of their choice belonging to a particular party. In the
election process it is not merely the individual candidate's personality or his
identity that weighs with the voters. It is undoubtedly a very relevant Jactor but
along with it the voter also can and does vote in favour of the party. It is under
such circumstances that the symbol becomes relevant and important. However,
all that it provides for is the essential association that it has with a particular
party. The party concerned would have a legal right to exclusively use the same
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but that is nol, in our considered opinion, a property of the party and, therefore.
the Election Commission which is required to ensure free, fair .and clean
elections have every right lo deprive a_particular party with a dismal
performance of thut symbol. The Election Commission puts a clamp on the right
of such a political party to use the symbol rightfully. We are, therefore, not in a
position to accept the argument that symbol is a property of a party and,
therefore, such property cannot be taken away from that political party.”

(Emphasis supplied)

31.  Again, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of DMDK v. Election Commission of
India [(2012) 7 SCC 340], while dealing with the issue of derecognition of DMDK as a State
Party in Tamil Nadu, held that the benchmark set by the Commission for recognition of a

political party was not unreasonable. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“51. The evolution of the law relating to the criteria for a political party to be
recognised as a State party clearly indicates that the Election Commission, in ils
wisdom, was of the view that in order to be recognised as a political party, such
party should have achieved a certain benchmark in State politics. Nothing new
has been brought out in the submissions made on behalf of the writ petitioners
which could make us take a different view from what has been decided earlier.”

"53. The Election Commission has set down a benchmark which is not
unreasonable. In order to gain recognition as a political party, a party has to
prove itself and to establish its credibility as a serious player in the political
arena of the State. Once it succeeds in doing so, it will become entitled to all the
benefits of recognition, including the allotment of a common symbol.” :

32.  Itis also pertinent to mention that the Commission amended Para 6C, as mentioned
above, to give a notional ‘pass over’ to recognised political parties who failed to fulfil the
conditions prescribed for recognition under the Symbols Order at the General Election held
subsequent to their recognition. Thus, the cycle for calculation starts as on 01._01.2014 for all
political parties which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the
Symbols Order by insertion of Para 6C. The Party, gained the benefit of this very
interpretation by the ECI and obtained a national status and so now, canno.t be allowed to

seek a complete reversal of interpretation of Para 6C.
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33.  (a) Further, after the qualifying date of 1.1.2014 for availing benefit of 6C, in case of
Odisha, CPI did not qualify for the status of recognised state party on the basis of its

performance in GE to LS & LA held in 2014 & 2019.

(b) Further, after the qualifying date of 1.1.2014 for availing benefit of 6C, in case of
West Bengal, CPI did not qualify did not qualify for the status of recognised state
party on the basis.of its performance in GE to LS held in 2014 & 2019 & GE to LA

held in 2016& 2021.
(c) CPI has, thus fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.

34. Furthermore, the Commission finds no merit in the submission that the achievements and
contribution made by CPI should be taken into consideration for reviewing the continuity of
its recognition as a National Party. When the grant of such recognition is based upon a set of
conditions prescribed under the Symbols Order, the Commission cannot deviate from the

same while reviewing the continuity of recognition.

35. On the other point made by the CPI, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to satisfy

the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on 18.07.2019

- and upto December, 2022, as many as 18 General Elections to various State Legislative

Assemblies have been held. Records reflect that CPI participated in 18 of these 21 General
Elections to Legislative Assemblies. Thus, the disjointness of timeline of review, triggered by
Covid, in effect has provided ample further opportunities to CPI to “re;gain" the impugned
status as state party and consequently as a national party. In any case, as electoral cycles
progress, nothing prevents CPI to regain its status as mandated under Para 6A and 6B. The
amendment of Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of an exception carrying forward a previous
success of a General Election, to overcome failure in next General Election. CPI in the fact of

its own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.
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36. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts, bare provisions of Symbols Order and Poll
Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the state party status with regard
to States of West Bengal and Odisha. Consequently, the National Party recognition of the CPI
also stands withdrawn. The party will continue to be treated as State recognised party in the

States of Kerala, Manipur and Tamil Nadu.

By orders

SECRETARY

The General Secretary,

Communist Party of India ,

Ajoy Bhawan, Kotla Marg,

New Delhi — 110002 '

i
S
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D\ s SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
f et |aa, e 7, 7% fawd1-110001
e Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-1I/Vol-IV Date: 10™ April, 2023

To
Sh. Chirag Paswan,
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),
23, North Avenue, Duplex Flat,
New Delhi — 110001.

Sub: - Recognition of Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),as a State Party in Nagaland-regarding.

Sir,

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), the group headed by Sh. Chirag Paswan in Dispute Case
No. 1 of 2021 has been granted interim recognition as a State Party in the State of Bihar pending
disposal of the said Dispute Case. On the basis of review of poll performance of Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas), in the General Election to the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland, 2023, the said
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) has fulfilled the conditions laid down in Para 6A of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, for recognition as a State Party in the State of
Nagaland. Accordingly, the Commission has granted recognition to the ‘Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas)' as a State Party in the State of Nagaland under the provisions of the Election Symbols
- (Reservation & Alldtment) Order, 1968, subject to the outcome of Dispute Case No. 1 of 2021.
2 Further, it is advised to propose a symbol prefefence from the free symbol list available on
the Commission’s website or propose three new symbols (along with design and drawing of the
symbol) for the consideration of the Commission. The free symbol list is available at the following
path on the Commission’s website: -
https://eci.gov.in/files/file/14768-list-of-free-symbols-with-images-as-on-23rd-january-2023/

Yours faithfully,

(Jaydeb Lahiri)
Secretary
Intercom — 233, Ph.no -011- 23052020

Copy to:The Chief Electoral Officer of Nagaland for information.
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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
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Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-11/ Dated: 10th April, 2023

Sub:

Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in Mizoram of the ‘Mizoram
People’s Conference’, under Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation &
Allotment) Order, 1968.

WHEREAS, Mizoram People’s Conference (herein after referred to as “the Party”), is a
recognised State Party in the State of Mizoram; and

WHEREAS, the provisiuns in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment)
Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A. Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be eligible for
recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the following conditions is
fulfilled: -

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the candidates
set up by the party have secured not less than six percent of the total valid votes
polled in the State; and, in addition, the party has returned at least two members to
the Legislative Assembly of that State at such general election; or

(ii) At the last general election to the House of the People from that State, the
candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent of the total va!:d
votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the party has returned at least one member
to the House of the People from that State at such general election; or

(iii) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the party has
won at least three percent of the total number of seats in the Legislative Assembly,
(any fraction exceeding half being counted as one), or at least three seats in the
Assembly, whichever is more; or

(iv) At the last general election to the House of the People from the State, the party
has returned at least one member to the House of the People for every 25 members
or any fraction thereof allotted to that State.

(v) At the last general election to the House of the People from the State, or at the last

general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the candidates set up by the
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3.

Party have secured not less than eight percent of the total valid votes polled in the

State.}

WHEREAS, based on the noll performance of the Party at the general election to the

Legislative Assembly of Mizoram held in 2013 and the general election to the House of People held

in 2014, a review was initiated by the Election Commission in terms of paragraph 6A of the said

Symbols Order in 2014; and

4,

WHEREAS, the Party has won one seat and secured 6.15% votes in the said general election

to the Legislative Assembly of Mizoram, 2013 and in the general election to Lok Sabha, 2014 from

Mizoram, the party did not set up any candidate to contest the said election, and hence the poll

performance of the Party in the said elections did not match any of the criteria laid down in Para 6A

for recognition as state Party in the state of Mizoram; and

5.A.

Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which

provides that:
“I. Short Title and Commencementi. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

2. Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recogriized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64
or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, atthe next General Election to the House of the P@Ie
or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General
Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
(hereinafter referred to as "the next election"). it shall continue to be treated as recognized
State Party or National Party, as the case may be

(2) Ifa recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party afier the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1), the question
whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in

Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be”
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5.B. The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of review of
status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and accounting for failure “to

fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “next General Election” becomes any General

Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect become the General Election to Lok Sabha,

2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and, the various General Elections to legislative
assemblies which were notified simultaneously and as notified thereafter. The nexus of this
reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the

General [ilection to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

6. WHEREAS, as per the provisions of sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the Party

continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the State of Mizoram; and

7. WHEREAS, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the Legislative
Assembly of Mizoram held in 2018 and the last general election to the House of People held in 2019,
has further been reviewed ir terms of paragraph 6Aand sub-Para(2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order

of the Symbols Order; and

8. WHEREAS, in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of Mizoram, 2018the Party did
not contest in the State,and in the general election to the House of People, 2019 from Mizoram, did
not contest in the State, which shows that the party does not fulfil any of the criteria laid down for

continued recognition of the said party as a State Party in the state of Mizoram; and

9. WHEREAS, the Commission based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice
on 18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the

recognition/ status as a National Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and
10.  WHEREAS, the party did not respond to the said Show Cause Notice:

11.  WHEREAS., the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic; and

12. WHEREAS, the Commission scheduled a hearing on 12.09.2019. However. the party
did not appear for the hearing and responded on 21.09.2019 requesting to fix another hearing

after 10.01.2020.
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13. WHEREAS, the Commission resumed the hearing and scheduled it on 29.12.2021 at
3:00 PM. However, the party did not appear for the hearing. Further, no communication has

been received from the party in this regard.

14. WHEREAS, the Commission scheduled a further hearing on 20.03.2023 at 4:00 PM.
The party did not appear for the hearing. Further, no communication has been received so far

from the party in this regard.

15. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts &bare provisions of Symbols Order
aid Po-Il Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the
Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968. withdraws the State Party
recognition of the Mi;oram People’s Conference to the State of Mizoram. The party will now be

treated as a Registered Unrecognized Political Party.

By orders,

(JAYDEB LAHIRI)
SECRETARY

The President,

Mizoram People’s Conference,
General Headquarters, Treasury,
Square- Aizawl,

Mizoram- 796001.
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Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-1I/ Dated: 10" April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of national party and, the status of state party
in the States of Goa, Manipur and Meghalaya, of the Nationalist Congress Party under

Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

L. Whereas, Nationalist Congress Party (hereinafter referred to as "the Party”), was for
the first time recognized as a National Party by order dated10.01.2000. The continued
recognition of this status by the Commission, posterior to General Election to Lok Sabha,
2014, flowed directly from an amendment dated 22.08.2016 to the Election Symbols
| (Reservation & Allotment) Order. 1968 (hereinafier referred to as 'Symbols Order’). The said
amendment replaced the erstwhile Para 6C and inserted a new Para 6C to the Symbols Order
and its ‘Short Title and Commencement’ provided in Para 1(ii) that “It shall be deemed to
have come into force with effect from 1* January, 2014 and shall always be deemed to have

"been so effective”.

2. Whereas, the party was a state recognized party, as on 01.01.2014.in the states of
Arunachal Pradesh on the basis of General Election to Legislative Assembly (GELA), 2009,
Goa on the basis of General Election to Lok Sabha (GELS), 2009, Maharashtra on the basis
of GELA & GELS, 2009, Meghalaya on the basis of GELS, 2009 and Nagaland on the basis
of GELA 2013. As it met the condition of Para 6B (iii) of the Symbols Order, it was
recognised as a “National Party”. This above status, as on 01.01.2014, underwent a change
posterior to the General Election to Lok Sabha (GELS), 2014 in which the party failed to
fulfil the recognition criteria in the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Meghalaya in terms

of Para 6A of the Symbols Order.
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3. Whereas the Party was extended the benefit under the amended Para 6 C of the Symbels
Order. which was given effect from 01.01.2014 and, the party continued to enjoy status of
State recognised party in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa & Meghalaya despite its failure to fulfil the
specified recognition conditions for the status of State recognized party in Arunachal Pradesh
on the basis of GELA/GELS 2014, Goa on the basis of GELS 2014 & Meghalaya on the
basis of GELS 2014, Therefore, this was the above combination of facts and provisions of
newly inserted Para 6C. which were given effect from 01.01.2014i.e., the Commission
continued the recognition of the State recognized party in Maharashtra and Nagaland (based
on actual performance) and Arunachal Pradesh, Goa & Meghalaya by virtue of extending

benefit of provisions of Para 6 C.

4. Whereas, the party having been given the benefits of Para 6C i.e., granting continued
recognition in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Meghalaya was accordingly assessed by the
Commission to be qualified for continued status of a National Party by virtue of Para 6 B (iii)
of the Symbol Order. Thus, the continued recognition of the Party as National Party flowed

from the benefit extended by Para 6C, which was made effective from 1.1.2014.

3. Whereas, in pursuance of the provisions of Paragraph 6A, 6B and 6C of the Symbols
Ordér, a revie_w of the poll performance of every recognized political party is required to be
made by the Election Commission after every General Election to the House of the People or,
to the State Legislative Assembly, or as the case may be,;

Review conducted in 2014

6. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party at the General Election to the House of the
People held in 2014 and, the General Elections held to the State Legislative Assemblies
cumulatively upto 2014, was reviewed by the Election Commission in terms of Paragraphs

6A and 6C of the Symbols Order, and

Page 2 0of 18



i

7. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won. at the General Election to the House of the People, 2014 in the
states of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya and Nagaland is given

below: -

TABLE-L: House of the People, 2014

Name of the State % of Votes polled No. of seats won, if any
Arunachal Pradesh 1.03% 0
Goa Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
Maharashtra 16.12 % | 4
Manipur 4.39% 0
Meghalaya Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
Nagaland Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
8. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled

and the number of seats won, at the General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of
Arunachal Pradesh (2014), Goa (2012), Maharashtra (20i4). Manipur (2012), Meghalaya

(2013) and Nagaland (2013) is given below- .

TABLE-II: Legislative Assemblies

Name of the State % of Votes polled No. oi seats won, if any
Arunachal Pradesh (2014) | 3.84% 0
Goa (2012) 4.08% 0
Maharashtra (2014) 17.24 % 41 out of 288
Manipur (2012) 723% a
Meghalaya (2013) i 184% 7
Nagaland (2013) | 6.05 % 4 out of 60

Page 3 0of 18



a)

b)

c)

d)

Whereas, from the above tables [ and 11, it is observed that: -

the party did not fulfill the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Arunachal Pradesh both during General
Election to the Legislative Assembly, 2014 and also during the General Election to
the House of the People, 2014;

the party did not fulfill the criteria of recogrition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Goa both during General Election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2012 and also during the General Election to the House of the
People, 2014;

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para 6A
of the Symbols Order) in the state of Maharashtra both during General Election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2014 and also during the General Election to the House of the
People, 2014;

the party did not fulfill the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Manipur both during General Election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2012 and also during the General Election to the House of the
People, 2014;

the part.)-r did not fulfill the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in. Para
6A of the Symbols Order) in the state of Meghalaya both during General Election to
the Legislative Assembly. 2013 and also during the General Election to the House of
the People, 2014;

the party had fulfilled the criteria of recognition as a state party (as laid out in Para 6A
of the Symbols Order) in the state of Nagaland during the General Election to the
Legislative Assembly, 2013; and

the party thus fulfilled the criteria for recognition (under Para GA of the Symbols

Order) as a State Party only in the states of Maharashtra and Nagaland;
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10. Whereas,

a) the party had fulfilled the criteria for recognition as State Party in Arunachal Pradesh,
as per the poll performance during the General Election to the Legislative Assembly-
2009, however, the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of
the Symbols Order) as a State Party in the state of Arunachal. Pradesh in 2014.

b) the party had fulfilled the criteria for recognition as State Party in Goa, as per the poll
performance during the General Election to Lok Sabha-2009, however, the party
failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the Symbols Order) as a
State Party in the state of Goa in 2014.

¢) the party had fulfilled the criteria for recognition as State f’arty in Manipur, as per the
poll performance during the General Election to the Legislative Assembly-2007,
however, the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the
Symbols Order) as a State Party in the state of Manipur in 2012.

d) the party had fulfilled the criteria for recognition as State Party in Meghalaya, as per
the poll performance during the General Election to the Lok Sabha-2009, however,
the party failed to fulfil the criteria for recognition (under Para 6A of the Symbols

Order) as a State Party in the state of Meghalaya in 2014.

11.  Whereas, this deficit or loss of status of State recognised party in Arunachal Pradesh,
Goa, and Meghalaya was made good due to application of Para 6C as per amendment

Symbols Order by notified on 22.08.2016.

12.A. Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which

provides that:

“1. Short Title and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have
come into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed 1o
have been so effective.

2. Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Page 5 of 18



Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of
Paragraph 64 or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the nexi General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the
State, following the General Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis
of which it got recognition (hereinafter referred to as "the next election”), it shall
continue to be treated as recognized State Party or National Party, as the case may be
(2) Ifa recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party
or State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may
be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph (
1), the question whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any
subsequent General Election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the
Legisiative Assembly of the State concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the
party of the conditions specified in Paragraph-6A or 6B, as the case may be”

12.B.The new Para 6C clearly gave benefit of one additional notional “pass over” for
purposes of review of status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date

and accounting for failure “to fulfil the conditions™ of Para 6A and 6B. The “next

jeneral Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect

General Election” becomes-any-

become the General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014

and, the various General Elections to legislative assemblies which were notified
simultaneous to Lok Sabha notified thereafter. The nexus of reading of “next General
Election™, is pi‘ovided for each case with the phrase “following the Generat Election

to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

13. Whereas, w.r.t. review of I;OII Performance of the party heid in 2016 after General
Election 2014, the Party was extended the benefits and its recognition was continued as
State Party in the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Meghalaya as per the provisions of
sub-para (1) of the Para 6C of the Symbols Ordef, which was deemed to be effective from

1.1.2014;

14. Whereas, the party which was recognized in the states of Maharashtra and Nagaland

on the basis of poll performance, by virtue of Para 6 C was considered as deemed recognized
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1"!"". party in the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Meghalaya and the combined effect was
that after getting deemed recognition in Arunachal Pradesh. Goa and Meghalaya, it got
qualified for recognition as national party. The party got the benefit of a National Party as per

the provisions of Para 6B(iii) of the Symbols Order. and

Review after GELS, 2019

15.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party after the General Election to the House of
People held in 2019 and the General Elections to the State Legislative Assemblies, has been
reviewed by the Commission in terms of Paragraph 6B and Sub- Para (2) of Paragraph 6C of

the said Symbols Order;

16.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes pelled
and the number of seats won, at the General Election to the House of the People and the
General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Maharashtra,

Manipur, Meghalaya and Nagaland, is given (upto 2019) below: -

TABLE-III: House of the People, 2019

Name of the State % of Votes polled No. of seats f&on, if any
Arunachal Pradesh Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
Gokk Did not contest (DNC). Did not contest (DNC)
Maharashtra 15.52% 4 out of 48
Manipur 0.16% 0
Meghalaya Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
Nagaland Did not contest (DNC) Did not contest (DNC)
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TABLE-1V: Legislative Assemblies

[ Name of the State and year

of election

% of Votes polled

No. of seats won, if any

Arunachal Pradesh (2019)

Did not contest (DNC)

Did not contest (DNC)

Goa (2017) 2.28% 1 out of 40
Maharashtra (2019) 16.71% 54 out of 288
Manipur (2017) 0.95% 0
Meghalaya (2018) 1.61% 1 out of 60
Nagaland (2018) 1.06% 0

TABLE-V: Performance in GELA in relevant States after 2019 and upto 2022 where

the party has contested:
Elections Year States Total Seats Won' % of
Seats | Secured
Votes
Lok Sabha 2019 | Lakshadweep - 1 48.71%
General Election 2019 | Other States - 0 -
Legislative Assembly | 2022 Goa 40 0 1.14%
Legislative Assembly | 2022 Manipur 60 o 0.67%

17.  Whereas, from above tables III, IV & V, it is observed that: -

a) as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recognition in Arunachal Pradesh during the General Elections
to the Lok Sabha held during 2014 & 2019 and also to the General Election to the

Legislative Assembly held during 2014 & 2019, held after 01.01.2014, which is the

deemed effective date of commencement of provisions of Para 6C;

b) as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recognition in Goa during the General Elections to the Lok
Sabha held during 2014 & 2019 and also to the General Election to the Legislative

Assembly held during 2017, held after 01.01.2014, which is the deemed effective date

of commencement of provisions of Para 6C;
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18.

¢)

d)

e)

as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recognition in Manipur during the General Elections to the Lok
Sabha held during 2014 & 2019 and also to the General Election to the Legislative
Assembly held during 2017 and 2022, held after 01.01.2014, which is the deemed
effective date of commencement of provisions of Para 6C;

as per the provisions of Sub-Para (2) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the party has
not fulfilled criteria of recognition in Meghalaya during the General Elections to the
Lok Sabha held during 2014 & 2019 and also to the General Election to the
Legislative Assembly held during 2018, held after 01.01.2014, which is the deemed
effective date of commencement of provisions of Para 6C;

as per the provisions of Sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the Party is
continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the states of Nagaland (recognized
as per poll performance of the party during the General Election to the House of
People — 2013);

the Party has not fulfilled the criteria of recognition as laid down under Para 6A of the

Symbols Order except in the state of Maharashtra; and

Whereas, the Commission: based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on

18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status as a National Party should not be withdrawn from the party as its status as state party

remained restricted to only two States i.e. Maharashtra (as per actual electoral performance)

and in Nagaland (as per Para 6C).

19.

Whereas, the Party vide letter dated 03/05.08.2019 inter alia submitted that: -
That the methodology devised by the Commission for recognition of a political party
as a National Party is based on percentages and numbers which reflects a political

party’s following at a particular point of time and that these numbers are transient and

Page 9 of 18



iii.

vi.

vil,

20.

never conclusive. That there is no positive co-relation between the two mandatory
criteria of percentage of votes acauired and number of seats won.

That there is no constitutional obligation upon the Commission to categorize political
parties as National or State Parties.

That continued recognition as a National Party ensures that a political party is allowed
to hold on to a particular symbol and that such symbol is an essential tool for political
communication, especially for a country with low literacy rate. That the Indian
electorate identifies political ideas and expressions of a political party with their
symbal.

That the Commission’s proposal to withdraw the status of National Party infringes on
NCP’s fundamental right and is not a reasonable restriction within the scope of
Article 19(2) of the Constitution of India.

That the Party has contributed significantly to India’s political life across multiple
states of India and it has great support in the various states of the country such as
Maharashtra, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Haryana, Delhi aI;d
other states.

That the party has pan-India presence and its political influence is sprawling, the
review of poll performance of the party may be carried after thé coming Géne'ral
Elections to the legislative assemblies of various states elections to be held up to
2024.

That the Party requests to withdraw the notice and to consider the matter after above-

mentioned elections.

Whereas, the Commission scheduled a hearing on 09.09.2019 (Monday) at 03:30 PM

wherein the representatives of the party reiterated the party’s submission dated

03/05.08.2019. The Commission informed the Party that the matter will be treated as part-

heard and will be taken up for further consideration later and until then, the status quo will

continue; and
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21.  Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

holid due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic: and
22,  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 14.12.2021 resumed the process of
hearing and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 20.12.2021 at 4:00 pm. However,

the party did not appear for the hearing; and

23 Whereas, the party vide its letter dated 17.12.2021 informed the Commission that the
team which is handling the issue is now scattered because of pandemic. Moreover, due to the
then ongoing assembly elections in five states, most of their leaders are not in town and

requested for three monthe’ time to file their reply/response; and

24, Whereas. the Commission vide letter dated 21.12.2021, declined the request of
extension of time by the party and advised the party to file reply/response by 04.01.2022.In
reply, the party had requested to provide a copy of proceedings of hearing dated 09.09.2019.

The same was supplied to the party vide Commission’s letter dated 29.12.2021; and

25.  Whereas, the party vide letter dated 03.01.2022 submitted before the Commission that
the recognition status of the party should continue for ten years from the enactment of the

para 6C of the symbols order i.e. till 2026; and

26. .Where'as, the Commission vide letter dated 06.03.2023 scheduled the next hearing of
the party in the matter on 21.03.2023 at 5:30 pm wherein the representatives of the party
reiterated the earlier submission that submitted that the recognition status of the party should
continue for ten years from the enactment of the para 6C of the symbols order i.e. till 2026
and further submitted that the Commission invoke Para 18 of Symbols Order and defer the

review of the status of the party to after the conclusion of General Election, 2024; and

Page 11 0f 18



27.

Whereas the Party submitted a representation dated 21.03.2023 wherein the following

submissions were made:

ii.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

That the NCP is one of the eight recognized National Parties having an all- India
presence with a number of principal frontal organizations and that the Party had a
representation in the UnitI)n Cabinet in the period 2004-2014;

That the Symbols Order does not make any distinction between the National Parties
seeking continued recognition of their status and political parties seeking recognition
under such Para for the first time and therefore, it is discriminatory as it meets equal
treatment to unequal;

That Para 6B of the Symbols Order also fails to take into consideration the
performance, achievements and contributions of the political parties under review as
National Party;

That the Symbols Order works on the premise that if a political party fails badly in
one General Election, it loses its raison d'étre of such recognition, and must therefore
be derecognised and such premise thus, suffers from glaring lacuna.That the
methodology devised by this Commission under Para 6 merely reflects the support
enjoyed by a political party at a given point of time and any mechanical application of
such méthod‘ology for reviewing of continued recognition as a National Party will
defeat the inherent purpose of the Symbols Order;

That non-consideration of representation of the Party from Lakshadweep for the
purpose of recognition under Symbols Order is arbitrary and causes prejudice to NCP:
That in a country where overwhelming majority of the electorate is illiterate, symbols
allow voters to identify candidates of their choice and exclusion of the symbol
reserved for NCP will cause immense confusion in the minds of the electorate and

subvert free and fair election in the country;
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vii.  That in recent elections of Nagaland Legislative Assembly, the performance of the
party was exceedingly well whereby the Party won 7 seats and emerged as the largest
opposition party in the State of Nagaland;

viii.  That in view of the upcoming elections. a review of status of NCP as National Party
be deferred and that the Commission be pleased to observe the performance of NCP
in upcoming State Legislative Assembiy elections and in General Elections, 2024

before undertaking any review.

28.  The submissions made on behalf of NCP vide representations dated 03.08.2019 and
21.03.2023 have been given careful consideration by the Commission. At the outset, the
contention of the Party that the methodology devised by the Commission for recognition of
parties under the Symbols Order suffers from lacuna and that its mechanical application for
reviewing the continuity of recognition defeats the inherent objective of Symbols Order, is
liable to be rejected. The same methodology on the basis of which the Party got the
recognition as a National Party cannot now be criticised by it when the conditions prescribed
are unable to be fulfilled by the Party., A Party which enjoyed the benefit of recognition
provided under the Symbols Order for more than two decades cannot be allowed 1o question

the methodology of grant of recognition when the Party is on the brink of losing it.

29.  Moreover, the power of the Commission to withdraw recognition of political parties
due to failure to fulfil conditions prescribed under the Symbols Order has been affirmed by
the Hon’ble Courts in a catena of judgments.In the matter of Janata Dal (Samajwadi) v.
Election Commission of India, (1996) 1 SCC 235, the Hon'ble Supreme Court, relying on
Section 21 of the General Clauses Act 1897, held that the Commission has the power to
rescind the recognition of a National Party if that Party failed to fulfil the conditions
prescribed under the Symbols Order. Relevant extract of the judgment is reproduced here

below:
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“6. It is true that there is no specific provision under the Symbols Order vesting
power in the Election Commission after having recognised a political party as a
national party to declare that such political party has ceased 1o be a national
party, not being entitled to the exclusive use of the symbol allotted to it. But at
the same time, it cannot be conceived that a political party having been
recognised as a national party or a State party, as the case may be, on having
fulfilled the conditions prescribed in paragraph 6(2) shall continue as such in
perpetuity although it has forfeited the right to be recognised as a national party
or a State party. In paragraph 2(2) of the said Symbols Order it has been
specifically provided that the General Clauses Act, 1897 shall as far as may be
applicable in relation to the interpretation of the said order as it applies in
relation o the interpretation of a Central Act. Section 21 of the General Clauses
Act provides that where by any Central Act or Regulation, a power to issue
notifications, orders, rules, or bye-laws is conferred, then that power includes a
power, exercisable in the like manner and subject to the like sanction, and
conditions if any to add to, amend, vary or rescind any notifications, orders,
rules or bye-laws so issued As paragraph 2(2) of the Order in clear and
w?amb iguous term makes prows:on of !he Geneml Clauses Act anphcaé{g to the
' isions. ofSecﬂonJ?} o_{ rhe

electwns to the Legxslatxve Assembhes of the .S'rates mennoned above ceased to

fulfil_the conditions prescribed in para gr_aph 6(22 of the Order read with
paragraph 7(1) thereof. "

(Emphasis supplied)
30. Furthermore, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of Subramanian Swamy v.
Election Commission of India [{2008) 14 SCC 318] had considered the%argument as to
whether a symbol reserved for a Party due to grant of recogmtlon under the Symbols Order
becomes a part of its identity in the minds of the voters and therefore, should not be taken
away due to subsequent de-recognition. The Hon’ble Court rejected such contention and held
that the Commission had every right to deprive a political party of its symbol due to its dismal

performance in the elections. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“21. Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C provide for the condition of recognition of a
political party on the national and/or State level. We need not. at this stage, go
into the intricacies of Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C but suffice it to say that'in order
to have that status. the said political pariy must be an effective political par?y in
the sense that it must share a particular percentage of votes in the national or
the State-level elections _or _it_must have certain number of elected
representatives in Lok Sabha or the State Legislatures. It is this concept which
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introduces that in order to be a recognised political party, it must perform well
in the elections and thereby pass the acid test of “following”. Therefore, unless
there is a following of the nature provided in Paras 6-A, 6-B and 6-C, the
political party does not remain a recognised political party.”

“32. It may be that a recognised political party would have a right of exclusive
use of the symbol but the Symbols Order makes it very clear that such right to
use the symbol can be lost with the dismal performance of the party.”

“34, A symbol is not a tangible thing nor does it generate any wealth, it is only
the insignia which is asseciated with the particular political party so as to help
the millions of illiterate voters to properly exercise their right fo franchise in
favour of the candidate of their choice belonging to a particular party. In the
election process it is not merely the individual candidate's personality or his
identity that weighs with the voters. It is undoubtedly a very relevant factor but
along with it the voter also can and does vote in favour of the party. It is under
such circumstances that the symbol becomes relevant and important. However,
all that it prowdes for is the essential association that it has with a particular
once l'j"ed would have a fe' .al right to exci‘.&sxvefy lise rke same

zhe Elec:;an Commission wh:ch is_requi red to ensure ﬁee fair ar:d clean

elections have every right to deprive _a_particular_party with a_dismal
performanee of that _s_mbo! The Election Commission put ‘a clamp on the right
of sueh:a political party to use the symbol ri _gﬁfﬁd!v We are, therefore, not in a
position to accept the argument that symbol is a property of a party and,
therefore, such property cannot be taken away from that political party. ™

(Emphasis supplied)

31.  Again, the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of DMDK v. Election Commission of
India [(2012) 7 SCC 340}, w_hilé dealing with the issue of de-recognition of DMDK as a State
Party in Tamil Nadv, held that the benchmark set by the Commission for recognition of a

political party was not unreasonable. Relevant extract of the judgment is as follows:

“S1. The evolution of the law relating to the criteria for a political party to be
recognised as a State party clearly indicates that the Election Commission, in its
wisdom, was of the view that in order to be recognised as a political party, such
party should have achieved a certain benchmark in State politics. Nothing new
has been brought out in the submissions made on behalf of the writ petitioners
which could make us take a different view from what has been decided earlier.”
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“53. The Election Commission has set down a benchmark which is not
unreasonable. In order to gain recognition as a political party, a party has to
prove itself and to establish its credibility as a serious player in the political
arena of the State. Once it succeeds in doing so, it will become entitled to all the
benefits of recognition, including the allotment of a common symbol.”

32-. ECI reviews the status of recognised political parties in terms of Paragraph 6C and
there is no provision in the Symbols Order for a fixed 10 year time period for review of such
status as claimed by the party. It is to be noted that the measure is upto “next general
election” following the general election on the basis of which the part got it recognised The
recognition as national or state party is earned on the sole criteria of electoral performance

and it is not possible for ECI to either deviate from this or apply new considerations.

33. It is also pertinent to mention that the Commission amended Para 6C, as mentioned
above, to give a notional pass over to recognised political parties who failed to fulfil the
conditions prescribed for recognition under the Symbols Order at the General Election held
subsequent to their recognition. Thus, the cycle for calculation start.s as on 01.01.2014 for all
political parties which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the
Symbols Order by insertion of the new Para 6C. The respondent, gained the benefit of this
very iriterpretation by the ECI and obtained a national status and so now, cannot be allowed

to seek a complete reversal of interpretation of Para 6C.

34. (a) Further after the qualifying date for availing benefits under Para 6C, in case of
Arunachal Pradesh, NCP did not qualify for the status of recognised state party on the
basis of it performance in General Elections to Lok Sabha and to Legislative Assembly

in 2014 & 2019.

(b) Similarly, in the State of Goa, NCP availing benefits after 01.01.2014 under Para

6C. never qualified on the basis of performance in the next general election General
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Election to Lok Sabha held in 2014 & 2019 and also general election of Legislative

assembly held in 2017 & 2022.

(c) Further in the State of Manipur, NCP availing benefits after 01.01.2014 under Para
6C, never qualified on the basis of performance in the next general election General
Election to Lok Sabha held in 2014 & 2019 and also general election of Legislative

assembly held in 2017& 2022.

(d) Lastly, in the State of Meghalaya, NCP availing benefits after 01.01.2014 under
Para 6C, never qualified on the basis of performance in the next- general election
General Election to Lok Sabha held in 2014 & 2019 and also general election of

Legislative asserably held in 2018.
(¢) NCP has, thus fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.

35. Furthermore, the Commission finds no merit in the submission that the
achievements and contribution made by NCP should be taken into consideration for
reviewing the continuity of its recognition as a National Party. When the grant of such

recognition is based upon a set of conditions prescribed under the Symbols Order, the

Commission cannot deviate from the same while reviewing the continuity of

recognition.

36. Moreover, the contention of the party that non inclusion of its representation in
Lakshdweep is arbitrary, is devoid of any merit. The Union Territories are included in the
Symbols Order only if they are having a Legislative assembly and not otherwise. This is an
objective classification aimed at providing recognition t;:u a party as State Party based on its

performance in the concerned UT.

37. Oa the cther point made by the NCP, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to satisfy
the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice on 18.07.2019 and upto

December, 2022, 21 General Elections to various State Legislative Assemblies have been
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held. Record reflects that NCP participated in 12 of these 21 General Elections to Legislative

Assemblies. Thus, the disjointness of timeline of review, triggered by Covid. in effect has
provided ample extra opportunities to NCP to “regain” the impugned status. In any case, as
electoral cycles progress, nothing prevents NCP to regain its status as mandated under Para
6‘A and 6B. In fact, in the next GELA to Nagaland in 2023, NCP fulfils criteria of Para 6A
(i), (iii) & (v) of the Symbols Order and qualifies for recognition as state party in Nagaland.
Even taking into account this recent outcome in the State of Nagaland. NCP still does not
fulfil the criteria for recognition as a national party under Para 6B of the Symbols Order. The
amendment of Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of a one-time favourable exception carrying
forward a previous success of a General Election , to overcome failure in next General
Election. NCP in the fact of its own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed and exhausted the

benefits of Para 6C.

38. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts .& bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the state party status with regard
to States of Goa, Manipur and Meghalaya. Consequently, the National Party recognition of
the NCP also stands withdrawn. The party will continue to be treated as State recognised
party in the States of Maharashtra (on basis of actual poll performance). In Nagaland, the
party was continuing its recognition under Para 6C. It will now be recognised as a state party

in Nagaland henceforth on the basis of GELA of Nagaland in 2023 under Para 6A.

By aorders,

-

(Jayde® Lahiri)
SECRETARY

The President

Nationalist Congress Party

Bungalow No.-1,

Canning Lane (Ravi Shanker Shukla Lane),
Near Ferozeshah Road,

New Delhi-110001
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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

fHat=+ 729, 9911 18, Toi2=1-110001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-11/ Dated: 10 April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in Puducherry of the Pattali
Makkal Katchi under Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order,
1968.

1. - WHEREAS, Pattali Makkal Katchi(herein after referred to as “the Party”). is a recognised
State Party in the UT of Puducherry ; and

2 Whereas the recognition of the party in Puducherry was based on the poll performance of the
Party in‘the General Election to the House of the People, 2009, under the provisions of Para 6A of the
Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as ‘Symbols
Order’): and

3. WHEREAS, the provisions in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation &
Allotment) Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A.  Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be
“eligible for recognition as a'State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the

following conditions is fulfilled: -

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent
of the total valid votes polled in the State: and, in addition, the party has
returned at least two members to the Legislative Assembly of that State

at such general election; or

(ii) At the last general election to the House of the People from that
State, the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and. in addition, the
party has returned at least one member to the House of the People from

that State at such general election: or
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(iii)At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the party has won at least three percent of the total number of seats in the
Legislative Assembly, (any fraction exceeding half being counted as

one), or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more; or

(iv)At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
the party has returned at least one member to the House of the People for

every 25 members or any fraction thereof allotted to that State.

(v)At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
or at the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the Party have secured not less than eight

percent of the total valid votes polled in the State.

4. WHEREAS, based on the poll performance of the Party at the general election to the
Legislative Assembly of Puducherry held in 2011 and the general election to the House of People held
in 2014, a review was initiated by the Election Commission in terms of paragraph 6A of the said

Symbols Order in 2014; and

3. WHEREAS, it was noted that in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of
Puducherry, 2011 the Party had not won any seat and secured 2.48% votes and in the general
election to the House of the People, 2014 from Puducherry, had not won any seat and secured
3.17% votes, and hence the poll performance of the Party in the said election did not match any of the

criteria laid down in Para 6A for recognition as State Party in the UT of Puducherry; and

6.A.Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which

provides that:

“1. Short Title and Commencement_i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

2. Amendment_of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —
(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if a political party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64

or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to the House of the People
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or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General
Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
(hereinafier referred to as "the next election"), it shall continue to be treated as recognized
State Party or National Party, as the case may be

2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may be. to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1), the question
whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election to
the House of the Peaple or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject 1o the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in

Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be”

6.B. The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of review of
status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and accounting for failure “to
fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “‘ne General Ele mnes at
Election: posterior to 01.01.2014 and in-effect |
2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and the various General Eicctmns to legislative

assemblies which were notified simultaneously and as notified thereafter. The nexus of this
reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the

General Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

T WHEREAS. as per the provisions of sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Svmbols Order, the Party
continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the UT of Puducherry; and

8. WHEREAS, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the Legislative
Assembly of Puducherry held in 2016 and the last general election to the House of People held in
2019, has further been reviewed in terms of paragraph 6A and sub-Para(2) of Para 6C of the Symbols
Order of the Symbols Order; and

9. WHEREAS, in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of Puducherry, 2016 the
Party had not won any seat and secured 0.71% of valid votes polled in the UT, and the party has
not contested from Puducherry in the general election to the House of People, 2019, which shows that
the party does not fulfil any of the criteria laid down for continued reccgnition of the said party as a

State Party in the UT of Puducherry; and
10. Whereas, the Commission based on the above facts, i1ssued a Show Cause Notice on
18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status as a State Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and
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11.  Whereas, the party did not appear for hearing in response to the said Show Cause
Notice though the party vide letter dated 12.09.2019 requested to give further opportunity for

hearing;

12. Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and

13. Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 16.12.2021 resumed the process of

hearing and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 29.12.2021 at 3:30 pm.
14.  Whereas, the party did not appear for the hearing on 29.12.2021.

15. Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 07.03.2023 scheduled a further hearing of
the party in the matter on 20.03.2025 at 4:30 pm wherein the représentative of the party
requested the Commission to continue the recognition of the party and permit to contest in

the forthcoming GELS, 2024 with its reserved symbol.

16. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the general election to the House of the People and

Legislative Assembly in the UT of Puducherry from 2011to 2021 is given below: - -

Pattali Makkal Katchi perfcrmance review for the UT of Puducherry:

Election I Total Seats Seats Won % of Secured Votes
1 a

| Legislative Assembly 2011 I 30 0 2.48%

|
Lok Sabha 2014 i 0 3.17%
Legislative Assembly 2016 30 0 0.71%
Legislative Assembly 2021 30 DID NOT -

CONTEST
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17 Whereas, the Commission after considering the submissions (oral & written) made by

the party and the relevant statistics & review of Poll Performance of the party finds that:

il.

iii.

The assessment of Para 6A & 6C starts with the position of the parties as on
01.01.2014. Thereafter, the “next election” which takes place becomes the
General Election to Lok Sabha notified on 14.03.2014 along with the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of Puducherry held during 2016. This is
so because of the phrase “next election” for purpose of Para 6C has two
cognitive components, to be held after 01.01.2014 and, following the GE on
the basis of which it got recognition in the first place. Thus, as the status of
state party in Puducherry was eamned by the party in General Election, 2009,
without doubt, the “next General Election” becomes General Election of 2014.
Thereafter, the accounting and sequence comes in terms of elections to the
respective legislative assembly held in the electoral cycles as explained in Para
16 above with regard to specific case of the party in the UT of Puducherry.

Therefore, the election cycles at which Para 6C benefits exhaust themselves in
their entirety, with regard- to the party, without doubt, by the time of the
review of 2019 and, the facts contained in the show cause n-otice document the

sdame.

18.  The only point made by the party, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to satisfy

the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on 18.07.2019
and upto December, 2022, as many as 21 General Elections to various State Legislative
Assemblies have beer held including Puducherry. Thus, the disjointness of timeline of
review, triggered by Covid, in effect has provided ample further opportunities to the party to
“regain” the impugned status as state party. In any case, as electoral cycles progress. nothing

prevents the party to regain its status as mandated under Para 6A and 6B. The amendment of
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Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of an exception carrying forward a previous success of a
“General Election, to overcome failure in next General Election. The party in the fact of its

own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.

20. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts & bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the State Party recognition of
the Pattali Makkal Katchi to the UT of Puducherry. The party will now be treated as a

Registered Unrecognized Political Party.

By orders,
e
(JAYDEB LAHIRI)
SECRETARY
The President,
Pattali Makkal Katchi,

63, Nattu Muthu Niken Street,
Vanniya Teynampet, Chennai,
~ Tamil Nadu- 600018.
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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
et aw, srefte 71, 72 f3==1-110001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-11/ Dated: 10 April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in Manipur of the ‘People’s
Democratic Alliance’, under Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation &
Allotment) Order, 1968.

1. WHEREAS, People’s Democratic Alliance (hereinafter referred to as “the Party”), is
a recognized State Party in the State of Manipur; and

2: Whereas the recognition of the party in Manipur was based on the poll performance
of the Party in the General Election to the House of the People, 2009, under the provisions of
the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as

‘Syrr;bols Order’); and
3. WHEREAS, the provisions in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation &

Allotment) Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A. Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be
eligible for recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the
following conditions is fulfilled: -

() At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six percent of
the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the party has
returned at least two members to the Legislative Assembly of that State at
such general election; or '

(i) At the last general election to the House of the People from that
State, the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the party
has returned at least one member to the House of the People from that State
at such general election; or

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the party has won at least three percent of the total number of seats in the
Legislative Assembly, (any fraction exceeding half being counted as one), or
at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more; or

(iv) At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
the party has returned at least one member to the House of the People for
every 25 members or any fraction thereof allotted to that State.

[



(v) At the last general election to the House of the People from the State,
or at the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State, the
candidates set up by the Party have secured not less than eight percent of the
total valid votes polled in the State.}

6C  Conditions for continued recognition as a National or Staie Party. - (1)

Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 6A and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical
party recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfill the conditiors
of Paragraph 6A or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next general
election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative
Assembly of the State, following the general election to the House/Assembly
concerned on the basis of which it got recognition (hereinafter referred to as
"the next election"), it shall continue to be treated as recognized State Party or
National Party, as the case may be.
(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised
National Party or State Party after the next election to the House of the People
or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State under the
provisions of sub-paragraph (1), the question whether it shall further continue
to be so recognised after any subsequent general election to the House of the
People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned. shall be subject to the fulfillment by the party of the conditions
specified in Paragraph-6A or 6B, as the case may be.” ; and

4. WHEREAS, in pursuance of the provisions of paragraph 6A and 6C of the Symbols
Order, a review of the poll performance of every recognized State political party is required
to be made by the Election Commission after every general election to the House of the
People or, as the case may be, to the State Legislative Assembly; and
5. WHEREAS, based on the poll performance of the Party at the general election to the
Legislative Assembly of Manipur held in 2012 and the general election to the House of
People held in 2014, a review was initiated by the ‘Election Commission in terms of
paragraph 6A of the said Symbols Order in 2014; and
6. WHEREAS, the Party had not set up any candidate to contest the general election to
the 'Legislative Assembly of Manipur, 2012 and the general election to the House of People,
2014 from Manipur, and hence the poll performance of the Party in the said election did not
match any of the criteria laid down in Para 6A for recognition of the said Party as State Party
in the state of Manipur; and
7. Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which
provides that:

“]1. Short Title and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have
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come into force with effect from 1 " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to
have been so effective.

2. Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of
Paragraph 64 or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the
State, following the General Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis
of which it got recognition (hereinafter referred to as "the next election"), it shall
continue to be treated as recognized State Party or Nutional Party, as the case may
be

(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National
Party or State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case
may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-
Paragraph ( 1), the question whether it shall further continue to be so récognised
after any subsequent General Election to the House of the People or, as the case may
be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State concerned, shall be subject to the

Julfilment by the party of the conditions specified in Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case
m'@ be "

"The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of

review of status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and

accounting for failure “to fulfil the conditions” of Para €A and 6B. The “next General

Election™ becomes any General Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in‘effect become
the General Eiection to Lok Sal:i@- 2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and, the

various General Elections to legislative assemblies which were notified
simultaneously and as notified thereafter. The nexus of this reading of “next General
Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the General Election

to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”
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8. WHEREAS, as per the provisions of sub-para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order,

the said Party continued ‘0 be treated as recognized State Party in the State of Manipur; and

9. WHEREAS, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the
Legislative Assembly of Manipur held in 2017 and the last general election to the House of
People held in 2019, has been reviewed in terms of paragraph 6A and sub-Para(2) of Para

6C of the Symbols Order: and

10.  WHEREAS, in the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of Manipur,
. 2017 the Party had not won any seat and securad 0.18% votes of total valid votes polled in
the State and the Party did not set up any candidates in the general election to the House of
People, 2019 from Manipur, which shows thai the Party does not fulfill any of tI:le criteria
laid down for continued recognition of the Pa-rly as a State Party in the state of Manipur; and
il. WHEREAS, the Commission based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice
on 18.07.2019 wherein the party was requested to submit its comments as to why the
recognition/ status as a National Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and

12.  WHEREAS, the party responded vide reply dated 16.12.2021in which they stated that

while the party did not win a seat in the 2017 General Election to Legislative Assembly. but
they secured 0.18% of the votes. Further. that in General Election to Lok Sabha, 2019, they
fought the election through a “joint candidate™ with NPF and that joint candidate won the
election; |

13. WHEREAS, the review process of the po.li performance of political parties was put
on hold due to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic; and

14.  WHEREAS, the Commission has scheduled a hearing on 13.09.2019. However, the
party did not appear for the hearing.

15. WHEREAS, the Commission resumed the hearing and scheduled it on 27.12.2021 at
3:00 PM. However, the party did not appear for the hearing. Further, no communication has

been received from the party in this regard.



16. WHEREAS, the Commission scheduled a further hearing on 20.03.2023 at 2:30 PM,
The party did not appear for the hearing. Further, no further communication has been
received so far fiom the party in this regard.

17.  Therefore. in consideration of totality of facts &bare provisions of Symbols Order
and Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the
Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968. withdraws the State Party
recognition of the People’s Democratic Alliance in the State of Manipur. The party will now

be treated as a Registered Unrecognized Political Party.

(JAYDEB LAHIRI)
SECRETARY

The President,

People's Democratic Alliance,
Ragailong, Imphal,

Manipur -795 001.
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No.56/Review/2019/PPS-I1 Dated: 10* April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in Uttar Pradesh of the
Rashtriya Lok Dal under Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment)
Order, 1968.

1. WHEREAS, Rashtriya Lok Dal (herein after referred to as “the Party”), is a recognised State

Party in the State of Uttar Pradesh; and

2. Whereas the recognition of the party in Uttar Pradesh was based on the poll performance of
the Party in the General Election to the House of the People, 2009, under the provisions of Para 6A
of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as ‘Symbols

Order’); and

3. WHEREAS, the provisions in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation &

Allotment) Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A. Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be eligible
for recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the following

conditions is fulfilled: -

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the
party has returned at least two members to the Legislative Assembly of

that State at such general election; or

(ii) At the last general election to the House of the People from that
State, the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the
party has returned at least one member to the House of the People

from that State at such general election; or
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(iii)At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the party has won at least three percent of the total number of seats in
the Legislative Assembly, (any fraction exceeding half being counted as

one), or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more; or

(iv)At the last general election to the House of the People from the
State, the party has returned at least one member to the House of the

people for every 25 members or any fraction thereof allotted to that

State.

(v)At the last general election to the House of the People from the
State, or at the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the
State, the candidates set up by the Party have secured not less than

eight percent of the total valid votes polled in the State.

4, WHEREAS, based on the poll performance of the Party at the general election to the
Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh held in 2012 and the general election to the House of People
held in 2014, a review was initiated by the Election Commission in terms of paragraph 6A of the said

Symbols Order in 2014; and

5. WHEREAS, it was noted that in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of Uttar
Pradesh, 2012 the Party had won nine out of 403 seats and secured 2.33% votes and in the general
election to the House of the People, 2014 from Uttar Pradesh, has not won any seat and secured
0.86% votes, and hence the poll performance of the Party in the said election did not match any of

the criteria laid down in Para 6A for recognition as State Party in the state of Uttar Pradesh; and

6.A. Whereas the said Para 6C was inserted in the Symbols Order in August 2016, which

provides that:

“1. Short Title and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

) Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substitured as follows: -

Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —
(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 6A and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party

recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64
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or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to the House of the People
or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General
Election to the House/Assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
(hereinafier referred to as "the next election”), it shall continue to be treated as recognized
State Party or National Party. as the case may be

(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1). the question
whether it shall further continue to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election to
the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in
Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be”

6.B. The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of review of
status of national/state party by fixing 01.61.2014 as a start date and accountmg for failure *
fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “next G meum
Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect become the General Election to Lok Sabha,
2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and. the various Gen;ral Elections to legislative

assemblies which were notified simultaneously and as notified thereafter. The nexus of this
reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the

General Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”

7 WHEREAS, as per the provisions of sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order the Party

continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the State of Uttar Pradesh; and

8. WHEREAS, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the Legislative
Assembly of Uttar Pradesh held in 2017 and the last general election to the House of People held in -
2019, has further been reviewed in terms of paragraph 6Aand sub-Para(2) of Para 6C of the Symbols

Order of the Symhols Order; and

9, WHEREAS, in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh, 2017 the
Party had won one out of 403 seats and secured 1.78% of valid votes polled in the State, and in the
general election to the House of People, 2019 from Uttar P-radesh, has not won any seat and
secured 1.67% of valid votes polled in the State, which shows that the party does not fulfil any of
the criteria laid down for continued recognition of the said party as a State Party in the state of Uttar

Pradesh; and
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10. Whereas, the Commission based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on
18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/

status as a State Party should not be withdrawn from the party; and
11.  Whereas, the party did not respond to the said Show Cause Notice:

12.  Whereas, the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic: and

13.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 16.12.2021 resumed the process of

hearing and scheduled a personal hearing of the party on 27.12.2021 at 3:30 pm.

14.  Whereas, the party vide its letter of 23.12.2021 replied arguing that GELA of Uttar
Pradesh was scheduled for early 2022 and that the Amendment to Para 6C mandates that the
review of status is to be conducted after 10 years. For the latter, the party has attached various
newspaper cuttings of 2016. Further, during the hearing on 27.12.2021, the representatives of

the party reiterated the party’s submission dated 23.12.2021.

15.  Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated G7.03.2023 scheduled the next hearing of
the party in ‘tl_xé matter on 20.03.2023 at 5:30 pm wherein the representatives of the party
during their submission reiterated the provisions again and added the fact of their

performance in GELA of Uttar Pradesh in 2022:-

Rashtriya Lok Dal performance review for the state of Uttar Pradesh:

Election Total Seats Seats Won % of Secured Votes

Legislative Assembly 2022 403 8 2.85%
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16.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party, in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won. at the general election to the House of the People and

Legislative Assembly in the state of Uttar Pradesh from 2012 to 2019 is given below: -

Rashtriya Lok Dal performance review for the state of Uttar Pradesh:
B Election Total Seats Seats Won % of Secured Votes
Legislative Assembly 2012 403 9 2.33%
Lok Sabha 2014 80 0 0.86%
Legislative Assembly 2017 403 1 1.78%
Lok Sabha 2019 | 80 0 1.69%

17.  Whereas, the Commission after considering the submissions (oral & written) made by

the party and the relevant statistics & review of Poll Performance of the party, finds that:

a) the interpretation that the party attempts to place on the impact & extent of the benefit
extended by Para 6C i.c. that the benefit of deemed/continued recognition as State
Party is to be maintained for 2 State Election Cycle, posterior to 2016, is erroneous.

b) That, as rr}entioned in Para 7‘ above, the first benefit of Para 6C was extended &
utilized by the party w.r.t. an extension of recognition as State Party in Uttar Pradesh
(despite not having requisite poll performance) in the 2014 Parliamentary ﬁl'ection, in
2016 itsell.

¢) 'The operation/impact/ domain of Para 6C is clear and has to be understood from its
bare reading in the following terms:

i.  Though the Para 6C was inserted vide the amendment in Symbols Order
carried out on 22.08.2016. the ‘Short Title and Commencement’ in clause 1(i1)

clearly reads that follows:
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1il.

iv.

i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols (Reservation

and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016.

ii. It shall be deemed to have come into force with effect from 1"
January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so

effective.”

Therefore, the assessment starts with the position of the parties as on
01.01.2014. Thereafter, the “next election” which takes place becomes the
General Election to Lok Sabha notified on 14.03.2014 along with the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of Uttar Pradesh held during 2017. This
is so because of the phrase “next election™ for purpose of Para 6C has 2
cognitive components, is to be held after 01.01.2014 and, following the GE on
the basis of which it got recognition in the first place. Thus, as the status of
state party in Uttar Pradesh being earned by the party in General Election,
2009, without _doubt. the “next General Election™ bccdmes General Election of
2014.

Thereafter, the accounting and sequence comes in terms of elections to the
respective State legislative assemblies held in the electoral eycles as explained
in Para 16 above with regard to specific case of the party in the State of Uttar
Pradesh.

Therefore, the election cycles at which Para 6C benefits exhaust themselves in
their entirety, with regard to the party, without doubt, by the time of the
review of 2019 and. the facts contained in the show cause notice document the

same.
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18.  Nothing argued by the party, including their primary argument of non-retrospective
implementation of the 2016 amendment survive in the face of the explicit statement in the
said Notification in “Short Title and Commencement” part 1(ii).It shall be deemed to have
come into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been
so effective.” Thus. the cycle for calculation starts as on 01.01.2014 for all political parties
which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the Symbols Order by
insertion of the new Para 6C. The party, gained the benefit of this ver)-'limerpretation by the
ECI and retained the state status and so now, cannot be allowed to seek a complete reversal of

interpretation of Para 6C.

19.  On the other point made by the party, i.e. to be given an extended opportunity to
satisfy the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on
18.07.2019 and upto December, 2022, as many as 21 General Elections to various State
Legislative Assemblies have been held including Uttar Pradesh. Records reflect that the party
participated in 3 of these 21 General Elections to Legislative Assemblies. Thus, the
disjointness of timeline of review, triggered by Covid. in effect has provided ample further
opportunities to the party to “reg-ain” the impugned status as state party. In any case, as
electoral cycles progress, nothing prevents thé party to regain its status as mandated under
Para GA and 6B. The amendment of Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of a one-time
exception carrying forward a previous success of a General Election. to overcome failure in
next General Election. The party in the fact of its own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed

and exhausted the benefits of Para 6C.
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20. Therefore, ir_1 consideration of totality of facts &bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the State Party recognition of
the Rashtriya Lok Dal in the State of Uttar Pradesh. The party will now be treated as a

Registered Unrecognized Political Party.

By Orders,

b S

(Jaydeb Lahiri)
Secretary
The President,
Rashtriya Lok Dal,
406, V.P. House, Rafi Marg,
New Delhi-110001.
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SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

fAat= ge7, F9s q=, TEEE1-110001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-1I Dated: 10" April, 2023

Sub: Withdrawal of recognition of status of state party in West Bengal of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party under Para 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation &

Allotment) Order, 1968.

1. Whereas, Revolutionary Socialist Party (herein after referred to as “the Party”), is a

recognised State Party in the States of West Bengal and Kerala; and

2. Whereas, the recognition of the party in West Bengal was based on the poll performance of
the Party in the General Eiection to the House of the People, 2009, under the provisions of Para 6A
of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968 (hereinafter referred to as ‘Symbols

Order’); and

3. Whereas, the provisions in paragraphs 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment)

Order, 1968, provide as follows: -

"6A.  Conditions for recognition as a State Party - A political party shall be eligible
for recognition as a State party in a State, if, and only if, any of the following

conditions is fulfilled: -

(i) At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the
party has returned at least two members to the Legislative Assembly of

that State at such general election; or

(i) At the last general election to the House of the People from that
State, the candidates set up by the party have secured not less than six
percent of the total valid votes polled in the State; and, in addition, the
party has returned at least one member to the House of the People

from that State at suich general election; or
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(iii)At the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the State,
the party has won at least three percent of the total number of seats in
the Legislative Assembly, (any fraction exceeding half being counted as

one), or at least three seats in the Assembly, whichever is more; or

{iv)At the last general elaction to the House of the People from the
State, the party has returned &t least one member to the House of the
People for every 25 members or any fraction thereof allotted to that

State.

(V)At the last general election to the House of the People from the
State, or at the last general election to the Legislative Assembly of the
State, the candidates set up by the Party have secured not less than

eight percent of the total valid votes pciled in the Siate.

4. Whereas, based on the poll performance of the Party at the general election to the
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal held in 2011 and the general election to the House of People
held in 2014, a review was initiated by the Election Commission in terms of paragraphs 6A and 6C of -

the said Symbols Order in 2014; and

5. Whereas, it was noted that in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of West
Bengal, 2011, the Party had won seven out of 294 seats and secured 2.96% votes and in the general
election to the House of the People, 2014, from West Bengal, has not won any seat and
secured2.46% votes, and hence the poll performance of the Party in the said election did not match
any of the criteria laid down in Para 6A for recognition as State Party in the state of West Bengal;

and

6.A.Whereas, Para 6C of Symbols Order in August 2016, whiqh provides that:

“1. Short Title and Commencement i. This Order shall be called the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016. ii. It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so
effective.

2. Amendment of Paragraph-6C. The existing Paragraph-6C of the Election Symbols

(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 shall be substituted as follows: -

6.C. Conditions for continued recognition as a National or State Party. —
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(1) Notwithstanding anything in Paragraph 64 and Paragraph 6B, if apolitical party
recognized as a State Party or National Party fails to fulfil the conditions of Paragraph 64
or, as the case may be, Paragraph 6B, at the next General Election to the House of the People
or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State, following the General
Election to the House/dssembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition
(hereinafter referred to as "the next election”), it shall continue to be treated as recognized
State Party or National Party, as the case may-be

(2) If a recognised political party continues to be treated as recognised National Party or
State Party after the next election to the House of the People or, as the case may be, to the
Legislative Assembly of the State under the provisions of sub-Paragraph ( 1), the question
whether it shall further continiie to be so recognised after any subsequent General Election to
the House of the Péopfe or, as the case may be, to the Legislative Assembly of the State
concerned, shall be subject to the fulfilment by the party of the conditions specified in

Paragraph-64 or 6B, as the case may be"

6. B. The new Para 6C clearly gave one additional notional “pass over” for purposes of review of
status of national/state party by fixing 01.01.2014 as a start date and accounting for failure “to
fulfil the conditions” of Para 6A and 6B. The “next General Election™ becomes any General

Election posterior to 01.01.2014 and in effect become the General Election to Lok Sabha,

2014 which was notified on 14.03.2014 and, the various General Elections to legislative
assemblies which were notified simultaneously and as notified thereafter. [The nexus of this
reading of “next General Election”, is provided for each case with the phrase “following the

General Election to house/assembly concerned on the basis of which it got recognition.”]

75 Whereas, as per the provisions of sub-Para (1) of Para 6C of the Symbols Order, the Party

continued to be treated as recognized State Party in the State of West Bengal; and

8. Whereas, the poll performance of the Party at the last general election to the Legislative
Assembly of West B;engal held in 2016 and the last general election to the House of People held in
2019, has further been reviewed in terms of paragraph 6Aand sub-Para(2) of Para 6C of the Symbols

Order and

9. Whereas, in the general election to the Legislative Assembly of West Bengal, 2016 the Party
had won three out of 294 seats and secured 1.67% of valid votes polled in the State, and in the
general election to the House of People, 2019 from West Bengal, has not won any seat and secured

0.37% of valid votes polled in the State, which shows that the party does not fulfil any of the criteria
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laid down for continued recognition of the said party as @ State Party in the state of West Bengal;

and

10. Whereas. the Commission. based on the above facts, issued a Show Cause Notice on
18.07.2019 wherein the party was advised to submit its comments as to why the recognition/
status as a State Party in the State of West Bengal should not be withdrawn from the party:

and

11. Whereas, the party vide email dated 29.07.2019 submitted that review of registration
status should be decne after every 10 years, and accordingly, the question of such review

cannot be taken up before the year 2026;

12 Whereas, the Commission, vide letter dated 30.08.2019, scheduled a personal hearing

for the Party in the matter on 12.09.2019 at 3:30 pm wherein the party submitted that:-

a) as per the amendments made in Symbols Order, the review is to be conducted in every
ten years. Therefore, as ECI conducted a review in 2014 and as per the amended
provisions of Paragraph 6 C, the next review should be done in 2024.

b) Appealed to the Commission to not to withdraw the recognition in West Bengal:

c) Further appealed to provide a chance of another personal hearing after 16.10.2019.

13.  Whereas. the review process of the poll performance of political parties was put on

hold due to the then ongoing COVID-19 pandemic; and

14. Whereas, the Commission vide letter dated 16.12.2021 resumed the process of
hearing and scheduled a personal hearing for the Party on 29.12.2021 at 4:00 pm. However,

the party did not appear for the said hearing;

15. Whereas. the Commission, vide letter dated 07.03.2023 scheduled a further

opportunity of hearing of the party in the matter on 20.03.2023 at 5:00 pm wherein the
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representatives of the party appealed the Commission to give the party some time to prove its

mandate and achieve the criteria of recognition.

16.  Whereas, the poll performance of the Party. in terms of the percentage of votes polled
and the number of seats won, at the general election to the House of the People and

Legislative Assembly in the state of West Bengal from 201 1to 2021 is given below: -

Revolutionary Socialist Party performance review for the state of West Bengal:

B Election Total Seats : Seats Won % of Secured Votes
| Legislative Assembly 2011 294 7 2.96%
Lok Sabha 2014 42 0 2.46%
| Legislatiﬂré- A;sembly i016 294 3 1.67%
Lok Sabha 2019 , 42 0 0.37%
Legislative Assembly 2021 294 0 0.21%

17.  Whereas, the Commission after considering the submissions (oral & written) made by

the party and the relevant statistics and review of poll performance of the Party, finds that:

a) the interpretation that fhe party attempts to place on t}‘1e impact & extent of the benefit
exltended by Para 6C i.e. that the benefit of deemed/continued recognition as State
Party is to be maintained for 2 State Election Cy_cles; posterior to 2016, is erroneous.

b) That, as mentioned in Para 7 above, the first beneﬁl of Para 6C was extended &
utilized by the party w.r.t. an extension of recognition as State Party in West Bengal
(despite not having requisite poll performance) in the 2014 Parliamentary Election, in
the year 2016 itself.

¢) The operation/impact/ domain of Para 6C is clear and has to be understood from its

bare reading in the following terms:

Page 5 of 8




L.

ii.

Though the Para 6C was inserted vide the amendment in Symbols Order
carried out on 22.08.2016. the ‘Short Title and Commencement” in clause 1(ii)
clearly reads that follows:

I This Order shall be called the Election Symbols (Reservation

and Allotment) (Amendment) Order, 2016.

ii. It shall be deemed to have come into force with effect from | "
January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been so

effective.”

Therefore, the assessment starts with the position of the paities as on
01.01.2014. Thereafter, the “next election” which takes place becomes the
General Election to Lok Sabha notified on 14.03.2014 along with the General
Election to the Legislative Assembly of West Bengal held during 2016. This is
so because of the phrase “next election” for purpose of Para 6C has two
cognitive components, to be ileld after 01.01.2014 and, following the General
Election on the basis of which it got rccognilionl in the first place. Thus, as the
status of state party in W;ast Beﬁgal was earned by the Party in General
Election, 20.09_. without doubt, the “next General Election” becomes General
Election'of 2014.

Thereafter. the accounting and sequence comes in terms of elections to the
respective State legislative assemblies held in the electoral cycles as explained
in Para 6 above with regard to specific case of the party in the State of West
Bengal.

Therefore. the election cycles at which Para 6C benefits exhaust themselves in

their entirety, with regard to the party, without doubt, was by the time of the
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review of 2019 and, the facts contained in the show cause notice document the

same.

18.  No argument of the Party, including their primary argument of non-retrospective
implementation of the 2016 amendment survive in the face of the explicit statement in the
said Notification in “Short Title and Commencement™ part 1(ii).lt shall be deemed to have
come into force with effect from | " January, 2014, and shall always be deemed to have been
so effective.” Thus, the cycle for calculation starts as on 01.01.2014 for all political parties
which were under review, when the ECI took decision of amending the Symbols Order by
insertion of the new Para 6C. The party, gained the benefit of this very interpretation by the
ECI and retained the state status and so now, cannot be allowed to seek a complete reversal of

interpretation of Para 6C.

19. On the other point made by the party, i.e. to be given an extended cpportunity to
satisfy the criteria, it is noted that posterior to the date of show cause notice issued on
18.07.2019 and upto December, 2022, as many as 21 General Elections to various State
Legislative A_ssemblics have been held including West Bengal. Records reflect that the party
pam'ci.pate-d in 3 of these 21 General Elections to Legislative Aésembiies. 'I_'hus, the
disjointness of timeline of review, triggered by Covid, in effect has provided ample further
opportunities to the party to “regain” the impugned status as state party. In any case, as
electoral cycles progress, nothing prevents the party to regain its status as mandated under
Para 6A and 6B. The amendment of Para 6C in 2016 was in the nature of carrying forward a
previous success of a General Election, to overcome failure in next Generai Election. The
party in the fact of its own case, has without doubt fully enjoyed and exhausted the benefits

of Para 6C.
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20. Therefore, in consideration of totality of facts &bare provisions of Symbols Order and
Poll Performance, the Commission, in pursuance of the provision of Para 6 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, withdraws the State Party recognition of
the Revolutionary Socialist Party in the State of West Bengal. The party will continue to be
treated as State recognised party in the state of Kerala (on basis of review of poll performance

of Lok Sabha - 2019).

By Orders,

(Jaydeb Lahiri)
Secretary
The President,
Revolutionary Socialist Party,
37 Ripon Street (Muzaffar Ahmed Sarani),
Kolkata, West Bengal - 700016
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£ . SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
f o HeeT, i U, 7% Reeh-110001
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Review/2019/PPS-1I/Vol-1V Date: 10™ April, 2023
To

The President,

Tipra Motha Party,

Khatian No. 1201, Mouja — Jirania,

Revenue Circle - Jirania, R.S Plot No. 1493/7543,

C.S Plot No. 471, 468/P, Khumulwng,

Tripura — 799035.

Sub: - Recognition of Tipra Motka Party, as a State Party in Tripura -regarding.

Sir,

[ am directed to state that on the basis of review of poll performance of Tipra Motha Party a
registered unrecognized party in the General Election to the Legislative Assembly of Tripura, 2023, it
is seen that the said ‘Tipra Motha Party’, has fulfilled the conditions laid down in Para 6A of the
Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, for recognition as a State Party in the State
of Tripura. Accordingly, the Commission has granted recognition to the ‘Tipra Motha Party’ as a State
Party in the State of Tripura under the provisions of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment)
Order, 1968.

2. Further, it is advised to propose a symbol preference from the free symbol list available on the
Commission’s website or propose three new symbols (along with design and drawing of the symbol)
for the consideration of the C.omm..ission. The free symbol list is available at the following path on the
Commission’s website: -

h_tr;g:;{feci.gov.-in!ﬁlésfﬁic#l4?68-1ist’-of-ﬁﬁe-svmbol&w’ith-imas’,es—as—on-23fd—ianuarv-2023f

Notification in this regard will be issued in due course.
Yours faithfully,
(Jaydeb Lahiri)

Secretary
Intercom — 233, Ph.no -011- 23052020

Copy to: The Chief Electoral Officer of Tripura for information.
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) SECRETARIAT OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
o A foraraeT @ieT, 3riih U3, 715 fwe-110001
< Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.56/Revievw/2019/PPS-11/Vol-IV Date: 10™ April, 2023
To
The President,
Voice Of The People Party,
Laitkor, Kynton- U- Mon,
Shillong, East Khasi Hills,
Meghalaya- 793021.

Sub: - Recognition of Voice Of The People Party, as a State Party in Meghalaya -regarding.

Sir,
I am directed to state that on the basis of review of poll performance of Voice Of The People

Party, a registered un-recognized party in the General Election to the Legislative Assembly of
Meghalaya, 2023, it is seen that the said ‘Voice Of The People Party’, has fulfilled the conditions laid
down in Para 6A of the Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, for recognition as
a State Party in the State of Meghalaya. Accordingly, the Commission has granted recognition to the
“Voice Of The People Party’ as a State Party in the State of Meghalaya under the provisions of the
Election Symbols (Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

2. Further, it is advised to propose a symbol preference from the free symbol list available on the

Commission’s website or propose three new symb'ols (along with design and drawing of the symbol)

‘for the consideration of the Commission. The free symbol list is available at the following path on the

Commission’s website: - ,
Hittps://eci.gov.in/files/file/14768-list-of-free-symbols-with-images-as-on-23rd-january-2023/

Notificatior in this regard will be issued in due course.

Yours faithfully,

(Jaydeb Lahiri)
Secretary
Intercom — 233, Ph.no -011-23052020

Copy to: The Chief Electoral Officer of Meghalaya for information.
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